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TapesTry Weavers WesT
September 2010 NewSletter

Dear Weavers,

Following my notes of weaving events 
you will find Jackie Wollenberg’s 
blog (aboutskipwoll.blogspot.com) 
to access news about her husband’s 
memorial/celebration. She wanted all 
who were interested to have it. Mean-
while our hearts go out to Jackie and 
her family.

This has been an especially good year 
for enjoying textiles and tapestries in 
northern California. Our show at the 
Richmond Art Center [page 6] has 
just finished and I will share some of 
the remarks written by visitors:

“I enjoyed looking at the tapestries” 
[from Jean Pierre and Yael’s grand-
daughter] • “Wow! Great imaginative 
work” • “Fantastic pieces—bravo [who 
knew?]” • Stories about how the artist got 
from concept to the actual piece would be 
interesting” • “WONDERFUL! I haven’t 
seen Tapestry exhibited in a long time” • 
“Breathlessly writing this I am so moved 
to have ‘dropped’ in” • “Hope to see more 
fiber shows like this—Great Going RAC.”

These and more demonstrate a really 
enthusiastic reception. I am always 
happy to hear responses from viewers 
who have never seen contemporary 
tapestry or realize it is woven and 
taught in our Bay Area.

Our September meeting date is 
CHANGED from the old schedule. 
It is September 25 at Jean Pierre Laro-
chette and Yael Lurie’s studio/home 
in Berkeley [page 2].

Meanwhile the corn tapestries 
inspired from Jean Pierre’s Mexico 
workshop have traveled from a Santa 
Cruz retreat to the Rochioli Winery 
in Napa, and now to Mendocino Art 
Center in September, partnering with 
Jean Pierre’s work and lecture on his 
“Water Songs” series [page 3]. Addi-
tionally TWW members were in Santa 
Fe, NM, because their tapestries were 
in the ATA Small Format show. A 
summer of exhibitions.

Lastly, treat yourselves to the textile 
show at the De Young Museum, “To 
Dye For: A World Saturated in Color.” 

It is an eclectic selection of varieties of 
dye techniques on textiles—ikat, batik, 
shibori, resist, and probably more. It 
is global in scope, very old to contem-
porary, coarse to refined, wearable 
to decorative. Primarily from the De 
Young Museum collection, many are 
Textile Arts Council purchases. It is 
beautiful evidence of the Council’s 
good work acquiring important tex-
tiles. It runs until January 9. (http://
deyoung.famsf.org/pressroom/
pressreleases/dye-world-saturated-
color)

Keep weaving, 
Jan

6

President’s Notes
Note: September 
Meeting Date Change

September meeting iS Saturday 
9/25 at Jean pierre and yael’S 
Studio. please note this is the 
fourth saturday of the month, 
rather than our usual third. see 
page 2 for further details.

Most of you know by now that TWW 
member Jackie Wollenberg recently 
lost her husband, Skip, after a long ill-
ness. Our hearts go out to Jackie and 
her family, and their many friends. 
Skip was involved in so many efforts 
in the Fort Bragg community, and he 
will be dearly missed.

Jackie has set up a blog, and is begin-
ning to post details about Skip’s 
upcoming memorial celebration. The 
address is www.aboutskipwoll.blog-
spot.com, and it will be the easiest  
way for her to communicate to all 
who are interested.

From the blog:

I invite all of Skip’s friends and family 
to join us in our garden for a celebra-
tion of his life. It will take place Sunday, 
September 26 at 2:00 pm. 

If locals can carpool that would be great. 
If you are coming from out of town 
don’t hesitate to call me or email me for 
directions to our house. Also, if you need 
a place to stay overnight, you can find 
hotels, motels and B&Bs at two different  
sites: 1) mendocinocoast.com and 2) 
fortbragg.com …

My family and I would like to gather with 
you and share some music, food and lov-
ing memories of Skip. If this all sounds too 
serious, don’t worry, there will be some 
funny stories too, I guarantee. I will prob-
ably post several entries of my thoughts 
each week for a while. I am learning so 
much and find comfort in connecting with 
you all. Besides commenting on the blog 
site, you can reach me at 707 964-5279 
or jwoll@mcn.org.
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Variations on a 
theme: achieving 
through Repetition

SpeakerS

Jean-Pierre and Yael Lurie Larochette

date

September 25, 2010:

10:30 am Coffee/tea and visiting
11:00 am Larochette presentation
12:00 pm  Potluck Lunch—please 

bring something to share
1:00 pm Business meeting

deScription

In Jean Pierre’s own words: “Variations 
on a theme: achieving through repetition 
is a thought that will certainly involve 
opening drawers full of sketches 
and drawings, looking into old files 
of cartoons and yarn records, while 
pondering what has happened with 
formal ways of tapestry creation.”

location and directionS

Larochette Studio 
2216 Grant Street, Berkeley, CA 
(walk through gate down driveway to 
your left; studio is in back) 
510-548-5744 

driving: From I-580 E/I-80 W in 
Berkeley, exit at University Avenue 
and drive east. Turn right on Grant 
Street. The studio is two blocks down, 
Between Allston Way and Bancroft 
Street. Street parking can be cramped, 
especially on weekends, and you may 
have to search adjacent streets for a 
spot.

bart: The studio is within easy 
walking distance from the Downtown 
Berkeley station. Walk south one 
block, turn right at Allston Way, walk 
four blocks, turn left at Grant Street.

For online directions and map:  
http://tinyurl.com/TWW-Sept-mtg
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tWW Meeting Info

As reported by Nicki Bair

The May business meeting took 
place at the home of Joyce Hulbert in 
Berkeley following a morning talk by 
Joyce on the conservation of antique 
textiles, a round table presentation of 
what inspires each of us to weave, and 
a wonderful potluck lunch.

Summary of agenda itemS

The Petaluma Art Exhibit yielded • 
two sales. Sonya and Jackie each 
sold a small format tapestry.

Jackie discussed the TWW website • 
she is designing and will write-up 
an email to explain the concept in 
greater detail as well as include what 
she needs from each member. It will 

be a simple website with a home 
page, links, member gallery and a 
page for each individual member.

Jackie and Alex will update a TWW • 
brochure for the Richmond Show. 
The brochure is an informational 
three-part foldout piece that is a 
bridge to the public.

The “Corn Exhibit,” • El Maíz, will be 
up in Healdsburg until June 23. [Now 
in Mendocino; see page 3. –Ed.]

Deborah discussed funding spon-• 
sors for an exhibit of contemporary 
tapestry at the San Jose Quilt & 
Textile Museum.

Grant Request for Erica Diazoni in • 
the amount of $1,000 was unani-
mously approved. 

Erica also discussed in more detail her 
financial plans, including estimated 
fees, other funding sources, and visa 
issues.

After viewing a number of tapestries 
Erica wove, the group discussed the 
merits of her request and weighed 
it against the Guild’s finances. The 
following motion was made and 
approved unanimously: TWW will 
award $1000 to Erica Diazoni’s first 
year education at West Dean College.

Details of Erica’s financial plan and 
TWW finances are available to TWW 
members through Jan Langdon.

The business meeting was adjourned 
around 3:00 pm.
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tWW Meeting Minutes, May 22, 2010

Congratulations, erica Diazoni, on your tWW Scholarship Grant! • Details below
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tapeStry WeaverS WeSt is an 
organization with a goal to act as a 
support, educational and networking  
group for tapestry artists. For further  
details or membership information, 
please contact:

president, Jan Langdon  
+1 (415) 663-1492 / janilang@att.net

Membership Chair, Marcia ellis 
+1 (707) 539-0115 / mellis@sonic.net
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Water Songs and El Maíz

•  September 5–30, 2010, mendocino, ca

• opening reception September 11

You are invited to an exhibition of tapestry—
Water Songs, by Yael Lurie and Jean Pierre  
Larochette, and El Maíz, a collaboration of tap-
estry weavers from the United States, Mexico, 
and Canada—at:

Mendocino Art Center 
45200 Little Lake Street, Mendocino, CA 
707-937-5818 
www.mendocinoartcenter.org

Jean Pierre will be speaking at the reception, 
September 11 at 5:00 pm.

Water Songs is a collection of eight tapestries 
designed by Yael Lurie and woven by Jean 
Pierre Larochette on the theme of water.

Maíz (Corn) comprises of 30 small-format tap-
estries by Gabriel Canales (Mexico); Antoinette Dumper, 
Elaine Duncan, and Donna Millen Kathleen Nicholls, and 
Christine Rivers (Canada); and Louise Abbott, Jean Pierre 
Larochette, Yadin Larochette, Sonja Miremont, Victoria 
Stone, Elaine Todd-Stevens, Sally Williamson, and Jackie 
Wollenberg (USA).

Corn is embedded in the culture of the Americas. From 
its origins in the highlands to today’s massive agricultural 

production in the mechanized plains, corn has played an es-
sential role in the development of civilization.

During a few weeks during the winters of 2008–2010, an 
international group of weavers meeting at the Lurie-Laro-
chette studio in El Tuito, Mexico, focused on the theme of 
“Maíz” as a woven homage to corn’s diversity and ancestral 
qualities at a time when modern genetic manipulation and 
industrialization is threatening its very nature.

6

exhibitions & Presentations

two Presentations by 
Stephanie Hoppe

• September 20, roSS, ca
• november 13, San diego, ca

Stephanie Hoppe will be exhibiting and 
discussing her wool rugs and tapestries with 
slides and examples at two upcoming events: 

Ancient Techniques, Contemporary Design, a 
program for the Tamalpais Weavers Guild, 
covers the techniques of four-selvage, 
Navajo-style weaving and the ancient and 
modern inspirations for her designs. This 
event will take place on Monday, September 
20, at 7:00 pm at the Marin Art and Garden 
Center, Ross, California. For more informa-
tion and directions, see Conference of North-
ern California Handweavers at www.cnch.org 
(no phone number).

Continuous Warp—Continuity in Weaving: 
How and Why I Use a Prehistoric Technology, a 
program for the San Diego Creative Weavers 
Guild, will delve into the prehistoric roots of 
four-selvage weaving as well as contemporary 
uses and the various inspirations for Stepha-
nie’s designs. This presentation will be on 
Saturday, November 13, at 9:30 am, amid a 
treasure of Asian and Middle Eastern rugs in 
the Guild’s new home at the San Diego Rug 
Cleaning Company, San Diego, California. For 
more information and directions, contact the 
San Diego Creative Weavers Guild at www.
sdcwg.org, 619-595-3896.

The public is welcome to both events.

6

 more 
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Constructed Inquiries

•  September 29–december 31, 2010, la conner, Wa

•  opening reception october 9, 1:00–5:00 pm 

The tapestries of Linda Reese and Carolyn Price Dyer will be 
on exhibit at the La Conner (Washington) Quilt & Textile 
Museum September 29–December 31, 2010. 

Opening reception on October 9, 1:00–5:00 pm during 
which both artists will present brief talks about their work. 
La Conner is a tourist town at the Skagit River delta with a 
view of Puget Sound about an hour or so north of Seattle.

6

exhibitions & Presentations, continued

BB Lakota Creation Myth I (2004)

B  Nancy Jackson with Lakota Creation Myth II (2010)

D  Detail of Lakota Creation Myth II

 more 

2011 tWW Meetings Schedule (tentative)

TWW Meets four times a year, typically on the third 
saturday of January, March, May, and september.

pencil in there dates; confirmed schedules will be 
announced in upcoming newsletters:

January 16 program tbD

March 13 program tbD

May 15 program tbD

September 18 program tbD

Nancy Jackson Cuts off 
Lakota Creation Myth II

Version I of Nancy’s Lakota Creation Myth was a commis-
sion. As with most commissions, there are negotiations. 
Her clients were uncomfortable with the area above the 
clouds and the brick red border. Nancy agreed to simplify 
the area above the clouds to a butter yellow, if her clients 
would allow her to keep the red border, which she felt 
was critical to the artwork. They agreed and the work 
moved to completion. Her clients love their tapestry and 
it is beautiful. They love it so much that they prefer that 
Nancy doesn’t remove it from their home for exhibition.

As often happens when Nancy compromises with a client, 
she is haunted by her original image and wants to reweave 
the tapestry as originally designed. Version II, just off the 
loom on August 8, reveals her original design concept for 
the area above the clouds.
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Member News



tapeStry weaverS weSt 6 September 2010 6 5

New Member Profile: 
Christine Rivers

I am Christine Rivers. I have just 
joined Tapestry Weavers West and 
look forward to getting to know 
people in this group. Some people 
I already know from studying with 
them with Jean Pierre Larochette and 
Yael Lurie in El Tuito, Mexico. 

I have been weaving since 1977 
and weaving tapestry since about 
1998. I joined a small study group in 
Parksville, BC, Canada, where I live. 
I was given a sample sheet to follow 
and from doing that I thought that 

I would not like weaving tapestry! 
Luckily I kept up with the learning and 
now I love tapestry weaving! I have 
studied with Jean Pierre Larochette 
and Yael Lurie, Archie Brennan, Susan 
Martin Maffei, Jane Kidd, Barbara 
Heller, and attended workshops with 
James Koehler, Marcel Marois. I also 
do Coast Salish weaving and studied 
with Chief Janice George Joseph and 
Willard “Buddy” Joseph.

Tapestry has become my way of 
expressing my life. I live on Vancouver 
Island, BC, Canada. I love tapestry 
weaving, hiking in the rainforests 
and mountains of Vancouver Island, 

running, biking, swimming, being 
outdoors, and making things. I love 
traveling to Mexico and other coun-
tries. I bring my life experiences into 
my designs for tapestry. The structure 
and techniques of tapestry weaving 
help me to find the design and the 
ways to express my life in weaving. I 
look for the patterns and the light and 
shadow in what I see and experience. I 
want to express the joy of nature and 
the joy of the places I visit. Some-
times, other emotions are expressed.

6

Member News, continued

C Nootka Island, 35″h x 30″w. Inspired by a 
weeklong hike on beautiful Nootka Island, 
off the west coast of Vancouver Island.

D Corn Patch. This is comprised of nine 
little tapestries, all 9″ x 9″, woven in 2008 
and 2009. They are hung close together 
here at the Rochioli Winery; they have been 
hung with more space between them, too.

C Cave on Brooks Peninsula, , woven in 2008 
and 2009. They are Inspired by a hike on 
Brooks Peninsula, a part of the west coast 
of Vancouver Island. We were inside a cave, 
with ferns hanging down from the entrance 
and ferns growing up from the ground, and 
the light outside. This tapestry was part 
of an exchange with tapestry weavers in 
New Mexico, Doors, Gates and Windows.

C My Window on Mexico, 4′h x 2′w. 
This is not a view out of one window, 
but a combination of things I saw 
out the windows in Mexico.

•

Live life

Go for hikes

Be with people

Experience nature

Experience people

Photograph, write, draw, 
remember

Sit and observe

Walk and observe

Be there to know the place

Weave what you have 
learned 

•

B Mexico Joy, 7″w x 12″h. This 
is a tapestry of a window in 
the bedroom when I stayed 
in El Tuito, at the retreat with 
Jean Pierre and Yael.

D Fern Forest, 15″h x 4″w. This tapestry was accepted 
into Connections juried ATA show, San Jose, 2009.
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Richmond art Center, June 29–august 21

The Tapestry Weavers West Members’ Showcase took 
place this summer at the Richmond Art Center, and by all 
accounts, it was a grand success. Many thanks to every-
body who participated in securing this wonderful location; 
organizing, hanging, and publicizing the show; and of 
course, to all of you who entered pieces!

Alex Friedman and Emily Anderson share their images of 
the July 24 reception and other views of the installation.

•

From Emily Anderson, Exhibitions Director and Curator at 
the Richmond Art Center (www.therac.org):

These are some installation photos from the fabulous TWW 
exhibition that we just de-installed here at the Richmond Art 
Center, which ran from June 29–August 21. It was very well re-
ceived. We are proud and honored to have hosted your wonderful 
organization of talented artists and great people to work- with!

•

tWW Members Showcase 2010

 more 

D left to right Alex Friedman, Tricia Goldberg

C Jackie Wollenberg

C left to right Janet Moore, Bob Traxler, 
Bobbi Chamberlain, Myla Collier, Alex Friedman
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Kathleen Mossman Vitale, the co-founder, CEO, and producer of 
Endangered Threads Documentaries, (www.endangeredthreads.
org) had this to say about the show in a letter to Nancy Jackson:

Paul and I finally made it to the Richmond Art Center to see the Tap-
estry West show, and what a joy it was to see! Your three were stun-
ning, amazing, exceptionally beautiful, as anticipated. I continue to be 
surprised by what can be accomplished in tapestry weaving, and what 
can be experienced by looking at it. 

The three little weavings by Jackie Wollenberg are a good example. I 
couldn’t take my eyes off them. Paul asked me what I saw in them. I 
said I had no clue what the name meant, but that I was sure they de-
picted a place I had visited as a child, and I pointed out the cliff housing 
and sheer rock face in the dreamy representations. I looked up Canyon 
de Chelly on the Internet and out jumped a place my family visited in 
about 1946 when I was six years old. We climbed a rickety ladder and 
spent an afternoon inspecting the ruins, having paid a Native American 
guide to accompany us. I haven’t thought of that experience in many, 
many decades.  Now I need to search through my dad’s diaries to find 
out the rest of the story.

We also found the Richmond Art Center 
a fine facility. Looked like they teach 
quite a bit of weaving there, too. I was so 
enthralled with the art that I forgot to 
sign the guest book. Please pass on my 
congratulations to the group on a very 
fine exhibition.

6

tWW Members Showcase 2010, continued

B Bobbi Chamberlain
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Why I love american 
tapestry alliance

Hello, my name is Diane Wolf and 
I am a member of the American 
Tapestry Alliance (ATA). I found ATA 
years ago when I was new to tapestry 
and learned that ATA was sponsor-
ing a show. Someone is sponsoring a 
tapestry show? I weave tapestry! I was 
sold. On the advice of my professor, I 
went to Tucson too show my slides—
the joy of sharing and meeting other 
artists was overwhelming. They speak 
tapestry! They share tapestry! They’re 
enthusiastic, loving and caring! And 
so I joined ATA.  

Through ATA you will find solid 
support for all things tapestry in the 
U.S. and worldwide. The juried and 
unjuried exhibitions ATA sponsors 
offer opportunities for all tapestry 
artists to participate regardless of 
membership. However, as an ATA 
member you receive discounts on 
fees, catalogs, education, etc., plus 
the exposure and venues of the 
conferences and the prestige and joy 
of being in the exhibitions—the goals 
of every tapestry artist who wishes 
to show their work. All ATA members 
(starting at $35/yr) receive ATA’s 
quarterly Tapestry Topics publication, 
filled with information about artists, 

techniques, venues, opportunities, 
and Artist recognition for shows/
works; you will also receive a monthly 
email update. ATA offers to members 
at the Studio Circle level (only $60/
yr) free online classes at all levels of 
expertise with a personal mentor—an 
incredible deal for an unprecedented 
opportunity to learn from a highly 
skilled ATA tapestry artist. As a Studio 
Circle member, you may also post 
pictures of your tapestries on the ATA 
Artist Web Page. 

To me, the most important thing we 
do for artists is help keep tapestry 
alive and before the public, in a most 
professional and organized way, 
through the benefits of membership. 
We do this out of love for the art 
of tapestry. We are all volunteers—
tapestry artists—looking to the future: 
our new motto, “Honoring Tradition, 
Inspiring Innovation,” speaks for us 
all. For more information, see www.
americantapestryalliance.org, email 
me at dianewolf@mac.com, or call me 
at 480-200-1034 for a personal talk 
about ATA membership. I would love 
to share with you.

Thank you,

Diane Wolf
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ata Invites tWW Members to Join

Glimåkra Weaving Studio

Maj-Britt Mobrand
Instruction  •  Looms for Sale

2350 Spaulding Street • Berkeley, CA 94703 
Phone (510) 549-0326

I have available for sale cotton rug warp in assorted sizes.

I will give TWW members a 10% discount,  
but need to charge sales tax unless you have a resale number. 

I am a dealer for Unicorn Books & Crafts, 
so I can get anything they carry.

Do You Have Suggestions 
for tWW Programming?

alex Friedman is looking for your 
ideas for programming for the 
TWW meetings. If you have an idea, 
would like to have a visit to your 
studio, or to a textile related studio, 
museum, or gallery, please send me 
an email or telephone. I look for-
ward to your suggestions. Thanks.

alex friedman 
www.alexfriedmantapestry.com 
415-310-2460
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tWW board Members

elected poSitionS:

President Jan Langdon,  
janlang@copper.net

Vice President & Programming Chair  
Alex Friedman, aqsfriedman@gmail.com

Treasurer Carol Kazanjian,  
408-984-4837

Secretary Jackie Wollenberg,  
jwoll@mcn.org

volunteer poSitionS:

Membership & Roster Chair  
Marcia Ellis, mellis@sonic.net

Newsletter Editor Mimi Heft,  
mimi.heft@gmail.com

TWW Historians Bobbi Chamberlain, 
webob@vbbn.com; Sonja Miremont, 
sonjabm1@comcast.net 

Portfolio Maintenance Alex Friedman,  
aqsfriedman@gmail.com

Portfolio Committee  
Maj-Britt Mobrand, Chair in 2010, 
mmobrand@yahoo.com 
Susan Hart Henegar, Juror in 2010, 
hartsew@att.net

Exhibition Mailing List Coordinator  
Jan Moore, apricotjan2009@att.net

Slide/Video Librarian Care Standley, 
care@ix.netcom.com

tWW Membership Dues

If you wish to join TWW or renew 
your membership, please send a 
check for $25 made out to “TWW” 
to :

Carol Kazanjian, TWW Treasurer 
160 Kit Carson Court 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 
408-984-4837

Please remit membership dues 
for the year by the January TWW 
meeting. Dues left unpaid will result 
in discontinued membership. Kindly 
remit your check now to avoid having 
your membership discontinued.

financial aid plan

Recognizing these are difficult times 
for many of us, TWW has imple-
mented a plan to waive the annual 
$25 dues fee for members who are 
dealing with financial hardship. 

This waiver is awarded upon request 
and Board approval, with a limit 
of three awards per year; previous 
recipients must wait one year before 
reapplying.

We value all our members, and hope 
you will consider this aid as an invest-
ment in our organization and in the 
weaving community.

tWW Roster

memberS With email All TWW 
members with email will receive 
roster updates whenever there are 
job changes, contact info changes, or 
additions of new members.

memberS Without email Members 
without email will receive their news-
letter by mail. A snail-mail roster will 
be sent at renewal time if the member 
has not renewed, so that they can 
see what their status is according to 
TWW records, and another roster 
will be sent in May or June when the 
membership has solidified for the 
year.

Please destroy or delete old rosters. 
Please notify me of corrections or 
missing information:

Marcia Ellis  
TWW Membership & Roster Chair 
mellis@sonic.net 
+1 (707) 539-0115

tWW Newsletter 
Submissions Info

Our newsletter is published four 
times a year, before each meeting. 
Our March edition will be published 
at the end of February.

SubmiSSionS deadline for the 
January 2011 edition: December 1 
for articles and ads in all formats. 

pleaSe note: Articles submitted 
after the deadline will be held for 
the following issue—no exceptions. 
alSo: Please include all accompa-
nying photos, etc. along with your 
article. Regrettably, additional mate-
rial or information received after the 
deadline cannot be included, due to 
time constraints.

Members are encouraged to write 
about your tapestries and other 
tapestry-related events, exhibition 
and book reviews, announcements, 
etc. Members are also welcome to ad-
vertise your textile-related businesses, 
classes and workshops, supplies, and 
services. This free service is available 
only to TWW members.

Please send submissions to Mimi Heft 
at mimi.heft@gmail.com. The news-
letter is sent via email. 

For members without email, please 
send 4 SASE to:

Mimi Heft 
c/o Peachpit 
1249 Eighth Street 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
415-623-4563

errata: Please send corrections to 
mimi.heft@gmail.com. Corrections 
are published in the next edition, un-
less time-sensitive (eg. incorrect date 
for an upcoming event), in which case 
I will send out an addendum rather 
than hold for publishing.
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tWW business


