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 TWW Newsletter            May 15, 2010         

 
President’s Message 
 
Hello All, 
  
 I am compiling these submissions for this abbreviated Newsletter with help from Alex who 
is sending it out to you.  Mimi has taken a break from editing this issue because of extra 
demands in her life including a move from San Francisco 
to Berkeley. Mimi, your good work is missed. 

 
 I  emailed everyone on April the 30 about the next 
meeting on May 22 in north Berkeley. 
Let me know if you have questions. Jackie will bring 
some early work she has started on the TWW website.  
Joyce’s interactive program plan will be fun and 
original. Remember to bring something to discuss. 
 
 The Richmond Art Center installation will be June 16-
19 a month away.  Word from Nancy as of May 15 is 
nine members have submitted 23 entries.  
 May 20 is her deadline. 
 
 I hope to see many of you in Berkeley next Saturday.     
Keep weaving,  Jan 
 
 

 
Tapestry Through Time    
 the contemporary medium in conversation with the historical. 
 
Joyce will talk about how examples of tapestry we encounter from historical examples 
influences our artwork and our philosophy of life. Presented more as a meditation, she will 
read from her research and musings on ancient and historical tapestry. 
Then, the meeting will be conducted like a round-table, where those inclined will offer an 
example from their experience of the topic. To participate, bring the book, or a paragraph, 
or an image with a prepared comment, not to exceed 2-3 minutes. Consider the offered 
observation to be like a gift placed upon the table for all of us to appreciate. We will round  

 
Next Meeting: 
 
 
“Tapestry through 
Time” 
 
Saturday, May 22, 2010 
 at 10:30am 
 
Joyce Hulbert’s 
1315 Walnut Street 
Berkeley, CA 
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out the program by opening the conversation among all participants to cross-pollinate from 
the ideas presented.  
We will most-likely meet out in the garden, so a sun hat or wrap is recommended. 
 
Schedule & driving directions      
        10:30  coffee / tea  
        11:00  Program presentation 
        12;00  Pot luck lunch 
        12:45  Meeting; Erica Diazoni will give her grant proposal 

     1:15   Discussion of proposal & business meeting 
          2:15     Meeting adjourned 
 
Hulbert Address   1315 Walnut Street / opposite Live Oak Park 
From I 80 take Gilman exit. Go left on San Pablo 4 blocks to Hopkins. Make sharp left 
onto Hopkins for 2 blocks  it divides into Rose St. on right. 

 Take Rose St. to Walnut. Go left on Walnut to #1315 on the right in that block. 
   Joyce’s cell #510-318-1946   

 
 
 
The Final Report on “SHINING BRIGHTLY” TAPESTRY WEAVERS WEST 
CELEBRATES 25 YEARS:   EXHIBITION AT THE PETALUMA ARTS CENTER       
January 10 - February 21, 2010 
by SONJA MIREMONT 

 
The Petaluma Arts Center (PAC) is located in a newly restored railroad depot in the heart 
of Petaluma with ample parking.  The interior includes an entry area with two galleries on 
each side, all with excellent track lighting.  The right gallery is spacious and has multiple 
movable walls to enhance display of art.  The left gallery is smaller but more intimate.  All 
three areas were used to display the tapestries to maximum advantage. 
This Exhibit showcased twenty-one TWW members’ diverse approaches to design, scale, 
color, and weaving techniques to create the fifty-three unique tapestries.  This 
organization, strictly devoted to tapestry weaving, celebrates its 25th anniversary this year.  
It has over fifty members extending along the West Coast from Canada to southern 
California, and several states across America. 
Each member could enter one tapestry completed between 1985-1999, and three 
completed between 2000-2009.  The “older” tapestries were displayed with the newer 
ones, and all fit in well, without looking “dated.” Images vary from abstract to 
representational, political statement to symbolic folk art design.  These artists represented 
variations on Goblins, Aubusson, and wedge weave techniques. 
The reception on January 10 had nearly 300 people attending. On January 24, The Artists’ 
Talk and Tapestry Lecture drew 130 people. Alex Friedman presented the lecture. The 
tapestry weaving demonstrations were so popular that many requests were made for more 
of them, so three more Saturdays were added.  All were well attended.  Nancy Jackson,  
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Tricia Goldberg, Care Standley, Jan Langdon, and I demonstrated on student looms and 
answered many questions. 
The Petaluma Arts Center is very pleased with this exhibit and has repetitiously 
commented that this exhibit had more visitors than any previous show and continued to do 
so each day it was open.   
Tapestries are a unique art form that the public is sadly not aware of.  Our show helped 
enlighten them to the beauty and joys of this art form. 
I gave a presentation to the PAC volunteer docents and left a copy of it for reference.  
PAC had copies of this as handouts for visitors. I also had a page on how a tapestry is 
created and another on tapestry terms, which were left near the guest book for visitors to 
look at. 
Pictures of a tapestry in progress were included, which were beneficial in explaining how 
many of us weave from the back and often sideways.  Visuals always help. 
Bobbi Chamberlain made a storyboard on her design approach for tapestry, and I made a 
poster on the history of medieval tapestries, how they were made, and pictures of these 
tapestries.  These were helpful in explaining the differences in Medieval and contemporary 
tapestries. 
Many friends from out of town have come to see the exhibit, and we have given tours to 
them explaining the various approaches to tapestry used by each artist in this show.   
Many visitors have joined in these tours.  People have been most appreciative and 
attentive.  
The publicity for this exhibit has been excellent including many newspaper articles in 
Sonoma County and Marin County, local magazines, and a brief radio interview on a local 
radio station with the PAC director and me. PAC has a large mailing list and TWW 
exhibitors sent out their individual mailing of the announcement postcard.  Many others 
heard about the show by word of mouth. 
I am compiling a binder about this exhibit: entry forms, publicity, pictures, CD of all the 
tapestries, and all the attended items that went into bringing it together and that were used 
to augment this exhibit.  It has been a huge learning curve for me.  Jan Langdon has 
assisted me with publicity and helping find solutions to the various “surprises” that kept 
popping up.  Hopefully, this binder can be a useful tool in planning future tapestry 
exhibitions. 
Jan Langdon, Nancy Jackson and I curated this exhibit, and I was the exhibit chairperson.  
Mimi Heft, the TWW newsletter editor, designed the postcard and poster.  Jan and Tricia 
Goldberg assisted with publicity.  Many other TWW members assisted with demonstrating 
tapestry weaving, tours, hanging and taking down the show.  Thank you to all the 
exhibiting TWW members for providing the outstanding tapestries! 
 
New Member Feature:   Beverly Muir  
 

                    Beverly graduated from Rudolph Schaeffer School of Design in San Francisco with a 
specialty in color, shortly after having discovered tapestries in the exhibits of the early 
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1970’s.  Twenty years later, she finally had the opportunity to learn to weave when she 
studied privately with Shelley Socolofsky in Southern California.  

She subsequently had the great fortune to 
study in workshops with Jean Pierre 
Larochette and Yael Lurie, Archie Brennan 
and Susan Maffei, and Helena Hernmarck, 
and in conference workshops with Marcel 
Marois, Nancy Harvey and Sharon Marcus.  
Her second weaving, entitled “Forever 
Spring,” won the American Tapestry Alliance 
award at the Association of Southern 
California Handweaver’s “Traditions ‘95” 
Conference  Showcase.  

More recently, she studied small-
format/small-scale tapestries woven with 
sewing thread with Kathe Todd-Hooker.  The 
small pieces she has woven have won 
awards at the Sonoma County Fair, including 
Best Medium and Best of Section in the Fine 
Arts Department, and the Best of 
Show/Finished Object award sponsored by 
the Redwood Empire Handweavers & 
Spinners Guild in the Home Arts 
Department.  Currently, her “Still Life with 
Fruit” has won a scholarship award in the 
February/March 2010 National Arts Program 
exhibit in Santa Rosa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Still Life with Fruit” was Beverly’s first 
piece started in class with Kathe Todd-
Hooker in 2006.  It is approximately 4.5” 
square  and woven with 4 strands of 
sewing thread, with upholstery thread as 
warp. 

“Golden Gate” was woven in 2008 (same 
size and materials, except sailboat which 
is of pearl cotton) 

 

 


