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Moving right along… we are into the final 
weeks of our show and it’s certainly been 
satisfying for those of us who have spent 
time gallery sitting.

As I write this, my experience at the Gallery 
is very fresh, as I did my first sitting yester-
day. Three friends from West Marin and 
two of my students from the Richmond 
Art Center visited and made time fly. Their 
comments were the most thoughtful.

The quality of craftsmanship, diversity of 
style and content, and overall excellence 
of display got high praise. Tricia Goldberg 
had a visiting group of high school students 
from Oakland’s sister city Fukuoka with 
their local hosts, enthusiastic to take lots of 
pictures including one with Tricia in front 
of her “Stamps” tapestry. Alex Friedman 
had a walking tour group come through. 
One walker said the show was more inter-
esting than going on with the group, so she 
stayed an hour talking with Alex. No doubt 
there will be more stories to add to these. 

We will be looking forward to being with 
Jean-Pierre and Yael Larochette Septem-
ber 20th. This will be Nancy Jackson’s last 

program, so consider if you would like to 
continue with this interesting assignment.

Lastly, I happened upon a small showing  
of mostly Navajo 4-selvege blankets and 
saddle rugs at the Marin Museum of the 
American Indian in Novato’s Miwok Park 
(www.marinindian.com, ph 415-897-4064).  

On view are several old eccentric figured  
pieces and one really fine eye dazzler I intend  
to revisit. The show is called “Threads of 
Time” and runs until January 5.

Jan Langdon, TWW President



President’s Notes

Tricia Goldberg (back row, center) happened upon this group of Japanese high school students 
from Oakland’s sister city, Fukuoka, while she was at the gallery. They were quite excited to see 
her tapestry depicting Japanese stamps. [Turn to page 6 for many more photos of the reception.]
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Mark your caleNdars: The NexT TWW MeeTiNg Takes Place sePTeMber 20 • see page 2 Table of coNTeNTs: page 2

Welcome to the “september” newsletter, 
here in august to celebrate the success of 
our Members’ showcase (pages 6–11). Many 
thanks to contributing photographers Manuel 
antares richard sanchez, alex friedman, 
and ed bantilan for providing their wonderful 
photos.

Don’t miss the closing reception august 
21 (page 6): Michael rohde will talk about 
his travels to Tibet and the exhibition he 
organized in Lithuania; alex friedman will 

discuss the influence of non-traditional 
weaving on her art; and musical guests 
Jennifer Jolly and danny bittker have put 
together a special concert for the evening.

Our september 20 meeting (page 2) will 
take place at the Berkeley home of longtime 
collaborators yael lurie and Jean-Pierre 
larochette. In addition to discussing their 
own works, yael and Jean-pierre invite us all 
to share what we’re up to.

Lastly, I’ll take this opportunity to extend 
gracious thanks to Nancy Jackson for her 
work programming TWW events. Nancy will 
continue as Membership Coordinator, but will 
no longer be our program director. TWW is 
seeking a member to take up the baton; if you 
are interested in this position, please contact 
TWW president Jan langdon.

Mimi heft, TWW Newsletter editor



editor’s Note
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Date: September 20, 2008, 10:30am–1:30pm 
SpeakerS: Jean-Pierre and Yael Lurie Larochette

10:30 am Coffee/tea and visiting
11:00 am Larochette presentation
12:00 pm Potluck Lunch—please bring something to share 
1:00 pm Business meeting

DeScription

“Weaving Matters: Personal Journals From The Loom” by  
Jean-Pierre and Yael Lurie Larochette. Jean-Pierre and Yael will 
present and discuss their latest projects and would love to hear 
about TWW members’ recent works. Therefore, bring pictures, 
cartoons in progress, drawings/paintings, etc. to share with them.

Location anD DirectionS

Larochette Studio 
2216 Grant Street, Berkeley, CA 94703 
510-548-5744 

Driving: From I-580 in Berkeley, exit at University Avenue and 
drive east. Turn right on Grant Street. The studio is two blocks 
down at Alston Way. Street parking can be cramped, especially on 
weekends, and you may have to search adjacent streets for a spot.

Bart: The studio is within easy walking distance from the  
Downtown Berkeley station. Walk south one block, turn right  
at Alston Way, and walk four blocks to Grant Street.

For further directions and a map, search  
www.mapquest.com or maps.google.com.



Join us at the TWW 
september 20 Meeting

Yael Lurie and Jean-Pierre Larochette, 
Watershed, 62″ x 22″, 2008.
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tapeStrY WeaverS WeSt is an 
organization with a goal to act as a 
support, educational, and networking 
group for tapestry artists. For further 
details and membership information, 
please contact:

president, Jan Langdon  
415-663-1492/janlang@copper.net 

Membership Chair, Nancy Jackson  
707-554-4128/nancy@timshelstudio.com



in This issue
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announcements

TWW artists Nancy 
Jackson, Joan Mccolgan, 
and christina rasmussen 
invited by cahoon Museum

“trenD meetS traDition: ethnic 
heritage in contemporarY art”  
at the cahoon muSeum of 
american art, ma

SeptemBer 9–novemBer 2, 2008, •	

opening reception:  •	
friDaY, SeptemBer 12, 2008, 5–7pm

Talents all across the melting pot 
known as the United States are finding 
exciting ways to merge the creative 
traditions of their ancestors with cur-
rent trends in art. So time-honored 
techniques find fresh expression when 
combined with pop-culture subjects. 
Or native designs take on a modern 
look when executed in synthetic mate-
rials. Participants will include artists of 
American Indian, African, Latin, Asian 
and European lineage.

The Cahoon Museum of American Art 
4676 Falmouth Road 
PO Box 1853 
Cotuit, MA 02635 
(508) 428-7581 
Hours: Tues–Sat, 10am–4pm;  
Sunday, 1–4pm

The Battle of the Horse & Bull, 2007, 41″ x 58″  
Artist: Nancy Jackson, Weaver: Joan  
McColgan; handwoven wool tapestry on  
cotton warp. 
©1991 ,  2007  nancy JackSOn.  all  r igHtS reServed.

Entering the Borderlands, 2006, 55″ x 81″  
Artist: Christina Rasmussen; handwoven 
wool tapestry on cotton warp. 
©2006 cHriSt ina raSMuSSen.  all  r igHtS reServed.

 more 

Members Present

12 attended the program: Deborah 
Corsini, Tricia Goldberg, Kay Kent, 
Maj-Britt Mobrand, Sonja Miremont, 
Joan McColgan, Nancy Jackson and 
her new student Cindy, Marianne 
Haller, Alex Friedman, Jan Langdon, 
and a guest from Sweden.

8 attended the TWW business meeting:  
Deborah, Tricia, Kay, Maj-Britt, Sonja, 
Marianne, Alex, and Jan.

Minutes

We talked mostly about the Members’  
Showcase. Deborah has e-mailed every- 
one about sending personal mailing lists  
of 50 cards each (unless more/less 
requested). Mailings to galleries and 
businesses will be combined from the 
separate lists of Deborah and TWW’s. 

In preparation for the Showcase, we 
are updating our three-fold member-
ship brochure. Deborah and Jan gave 
Mimi Heft edits for the member-
ship info and TWW exhibit history. 
Separately, a one-page “member 
application” form from 2002 that 
gives new members a further view into 
the organization’s group structure and 
history needs to be updated for its 

content and graphics. [Editor’s note: 
New membership brochure debuted 
at the Member’s Showcase opening 
reception.]

The Treasurer’s Report was stated 
and an agreement made on the speak-
ers’ honoraria to be paid to Alex and 
Michael for their Members’ Showcase 
presentations. We no longer publish 
finances, but any TWW member is 
welcome to call Carol Kazanjian for 
this info at 408-984-4837.

The portfolio needs new work and 
revision of submission procedure. Digi-
tal has eclipsed slide technology.

The slide library is still relevant for 
outreach (teachers). Probably needs 
review.

Discussion of student discounts was 
incomplete.

The presentation on Mayan weaving, 
by videographer Kathleen Mossman 
Vitale, was great. [Editor’s note: For 
more info on Kathleen’s documen-
taries and the weavers she has been 
filming, including photos of the artists 
and their communities, please see the 
Endangered Threads Documentaries 
site at www.endangeredthreads.com]

Submitted by Jan Langdon



TWW May 17, 2008 Meeting Notes

important dates

auguSt 21 
TWW Members’ showcase 
exhibition: Closing reception  
(Final day is august 28) . . . . . . . . . 6

SeptemBer 20  
TWW meeting, Larochette studio. . 2

novemBer 30 
Deadline for submissions to 
aTa’s Connections: small Tapestry 
International . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

JanuarY 2009 (Date tBa)  
TWW January meeting 
to be scheduled

march 31 
Deadline for submissions to 
Common Threads 2009 . . . . . . . . . 5
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Two upcoming events 
at the san Jose Museum 
of Quilts & Textiles

Breakthrough: StrategieS for 
artiStic groWth —  
a hanDS-on creative thinking 
WorkShop BY marY ZicafooSe

friDaY, novemBer 21, 10am–5pm •	
San JoSe muSeum of QuiLtS anD 
textiLeS

Our mission in this fast paced, hands-on,  
one-day workshop is to unabashedly 
and wholeheartedly go where few 
dare to travel and discuss, explore, 
push, pull, design, and dream new 
personal strategies for cognizing and 
creating new work. Nebraska tapestry 
weaver Mary Zicafoose will lead this 
process and facilitate your journey 
through a select series of studio exer-
cises that focus on creativity, content, 
and personal voice. Artists of all media 
and persuasion are welcome.

The day will include a 1⁄2 hour lunch 
break. Students should bring bag 
lunches.

Please reserve early; minimum of 6 
and maximum of 12 students.

Advance ticket purchase is required. 
Workshop is $95 general public, $80 
members. Purchase online at www.
sjquiltmuseum.org/calendar or by 
calling 408-971-0323 x14.

threaDS of WiSDom: the artfuL 
approach of four fiBer artiStS

SaturDaY, novemBer 22,  •	
1:30–3:30pm  
San JoSe muSeum of QuiLtS anD 
textiLeS

Join this spirited conversation with the 
four artists featured in these exhibi-
tions. It will include brief discussions 
by each of the artists followed by a 
question and answer session.

On the Matter of Trust  
Polly Barton

With the lure of the new, the entice-
ment to play, and perhaps the bore-
dom of the familiar, distraction in the 

studio is so easy. Polly Barton will talk 
about her experience with her daily 
practice and the learning to return to 
trusting, that which is true.

What’s Love Got To Do With It?   
Mary Zicafoose

Highlighting those places, people, tex-
tiles and art object that have brought 
her great inspiration, Mary Zicafoose 
will provide an overview of her path as 
an artist and tapestry weaver.

Pattern and Process  
Eleanor McCain

Delving into the inspirations and 
meaning in her work, Eleanor McCain 
will discuss the various series in which 
she is working.

Blurred Vision  
Mary Anne Jordan

Mary Anne Jordan will share the 
resources, other artwork and artists, 
and the activities of daily life that 
inform her work and process.

Panel discussion tickets are $15 general 
public, $10 members. Purchase online 
at www.sjquiltmuseum.org/calendar 
or by calling 408.971.0323 x14.

 
 

update on Tours of 
Judith hilburg’s home 
and art collection

Nancy Jackson reports that Judith 
Hilburg welcomes other group tours 
of her home (TWW Newsletter, May 
2008). Please feel free to call Judith if 
you would like to make arrangements 
with her to view this extraordinary art 
collection.

Judith Hilburg 
+1 (707) 644-0764 
728 Capitol Street 
Vallejo, CA 94590

study group with 
christine laffer

This is an independent study group 
where no lessons are taught. Christine  
Laffer joins us each session as a 
consultant giving technical, aesthetic 
advice and direction to the participants.  
All levels of expertise are welcome.

We meet twice a month for 2 hours 
each session, except for the month 
of December. Currently sessions 
are scheduled on the first and third 
Wednesday of every month, from 6 
pm to 8 pm. Students supply their own 
looms, tools and materials. We would 
like each student to make a commit-
ment to attend a minimum of three 
month (6 sessions). 

The Study Group fee per participant 
is set on a sliding scale based on the 
number of people signed up. The fee 
can range from $24 to $60 per month 
based on a minimum of 2 and a maxi-
mum of 5 participants. Students will 
agree to pay even if they miss a session 
during their three-month commitment.

Hannelore Cole is the facilitator at 
her Studio, Custom Handweavers, in 
Mountain View. She takes care of all 
operational tasks for the group and pro-
vides the studio space including light, 
heat and air-conditioning. Students are 
asked to notify Hannelore at Custom 
Handweavers if they cannot attend. No 
make-up sessions are available.

Some of the advantages of this study 
group are:

you work at your own pace•	

you work on your own project•	

you are working on a loom you like•	

if you are a beginner Christine will •	
help you to get started

If you have any questions please 
contact Hannelore Cole at Custom 
Handweavers by phone or e-mail: 

Custom Handweavers 
2263 Old Middlefield Way 
Mountain View, CA 94043 
650-967-0831 
webemit@sbcglobal.net

announcements, continued

 more 
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Workshop Planned with 
susan Martin Maffei

I have been investigating the possibility  
of inviting Susan Martin Maffei to 
come to the Bay Area to teach her 
fascinating class on Pre Colombian 
textiles. She taught it last year in New 
York and it was well received. The class 
may also include a field trip to visit 
other collections. If there is enough 
interest, I will go ahead and make the 
arrangements. Susan charges $350 a 
day so the number of participants will 
determine the cost, plus we will share 
her traveling costs with other west 
coast classes she may be teaching. I 
think a maximum of eight would work. 
Here is a description of the class. 

Please let me know if you are inter-
ested. We will make formal arrange-
ments in the spring.

— Alex Friedman,  
AQSFriedman@gmail.com.

connecting image to 
proceSS, proceSS to image

In pre-Colombian tapestry there exists 
a stylized form of image- or mark-
making that relates directly to the 
restrictions of the grid of the weave 
and the techniques employed. In this 
workshop we will explore and experi-
ence these limitations by sampling 
hands-on techniques, i.e. slits, inter-
locking, simple shape making, and 
four-selvedge construction. The work-
shop includes slide presentations that 
give a background to the images used 
in many of these early cultures, and a 
visit (or visits) to major museums with 
pre-Columbian holdings to examine 
actual historical works. Attendees 
will use the knowledge gained in this 
exploration to dissect and discuss the 
relationship of image to process.

This workshop is geared to both those 
who have much historical interest 
in pre-Columbian tapestry, but not 

necessarily hands-on weaving experi-
ence, as well as tapestry weavers with 
much hands-on but little knowledge of 
the specific historical aspects relating 
to image making. The duration of the 
workshop will be a minimum of four 
to five days during the fall of 2009.

Susan Martin Maffei is an interna-
tionally known tapestry artist whose 
background includes art studies at 
The Art Students League in NYC, 
tapestry training at Les Gobelins in 
Paris, apprenticeship and studio work 
at the Scheuer Tapestry Studio, NYC, 
and conservation of antique textiles at 
Artweave Gallery, NYC (with special 
emphasis on pre-Columbian). She has 
been weaving her own work profes-
sionally since 1985. She has taught, 
lectured (both on contemporary and 
pre-Columbian tapestry) and exhibited 
in the U.S. and abroad and has work in 
both public and private collections.



announcements, continued

connections: small 
Tapestry international

SuBmiSSionS Due BY  •	
novemBer 30, 2008

American Tapestry Alliance invites 
all tapestry artists to expand their 
horizons by dimensions, to connect 
technique and concept in a body of 
new and intimate work. As wall sized 
tapestries command a wall, these 
pieces, individually and collectively, 
will catch the eye, invite us in, and con-
nect us as we share the unexpected. 
Because the goal is not merely to 
rescale large work, but to explore the 
boundaries of size, the exhibition will 
challenge preconceived ideas of tap-
estry, unfolding the potential of small 
scale work as it explores the personal 
and the universal. 

Deadline is November 30, 2008. Exhi-
bition will open in 2009. 

Details, prospectus, and an entry form 
are available at:  
www.americantapestryalliance.org/
Exhibitions/STInt/Connections.html. 
You may also send a SASE to ATA Con-
nections, 1050 Gunnison Ave., Grand 
Junction, CO 81501.

Connections entry form (direct link): 
www.americantapestryalliance.org/
Docs/Connections_09_Entry_Form.
pdf.

common Thread 2009
SuBmiSSionS Due BY  •	
4pm march 31, 2009 

Barbara Heller has forwarded an 
announcement from Ixchel Suárez, 
Publicity and Promotion Coordinator 
for the World of Threads Festival in 
Oakville, Ontario, which includes this 
international, juried biannual open to 

members of any textile and artistic 
associations.

The 2009 Call for Submissions for the 
Common Thread juried exhibition is 
now on their website at www.worldof 
threadsfestival.com; the application 
can be downloaded as a PDF. The Call 
for Submissions is early so that people 
can have time to create new work. 
Applicants whose work has not been 
accepted to Common Thread 2009 
will be invited to participate in their 
Salon des Refusés. 

On the website you can also see past 
artwork and award winners from 
2007. In about a month they will also 
post a Call for Participants to organize 
or curate their own shows.

Questions regarding the Common 
Thread exhibition should be addressed 
to Dawne Rudman at dawne@world-
ofthreadsfestival.com.



calls for entries
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Please Join us at the closing reception: 
Thursday, august 21, 5:00–8:00 pm

Music 5:00–6:30 pM

Jennifer Jolly, keyboards, and Danny Bittker, woodwind instruments  •	
and steel drums 
Back in the ’60s, Donovan’s song Celeste described a celestial weaver; since that 
time, her mythology has—rightly or wrongly—always represented weaving to me.  
Normally at events such as TWW’s there is some sort of background music, which  
can vary from the not carefully considered banal to music that attempts to embody  
and amplify some of the facets of the occasion. As opposed to the “usual suspects”  
approach to background music, we have chosen a repertoire that ties in with the  
warp and weft of the process of weaving. We hope you will find our music enhances  
the occasion and stimulates the connections between weaving and creating music, 
and the multifaceted disciplines that we share. —Danny Bittker

Presentations on PersPectives on taPestry  
by Michael F. Rohde and alex FRiedMan beginning at 6:30 pM

From Tibet to Lithuania—Inspiration, Creation, Exhibition  •	
In the summer of 2006, Michael F. Rohde traveled to the grasslands of eastern 
Tibet with a small group of artists, educators, scholars, curators, and veteran 
travelers. This trip formed the basis for a body of tapestries he created for a solo 
museum exhibition in Europe in the summer of 2007. He will talk about his travels 
in Tibet, how they influenced his work, and putting on a museum exhibition in 
Lithuania.

Metamorphoses—New Directions for an Old Tradition  •	
In the last 50 years tapestry has found new voices to sing its praise. Having learned 
the old world traditions, many tapestry weavers today are exploring non-traditional  
aspects of the art form. They are bringing a new perspective and a fresh enthusiasm  
for the medium. Alex Friedman will provide a brief overview and commentary.

tapeStrY WeaverS WeSt memBerS’ ShoWcaSe 
contemporary Tapestry in the 21st century  
at the craft & cultural arts gallery, oakland

alex fr iedManantareSr icHard

opening reception:  
a Photo gallery

Manuel Antares Richard Sanchez 
and Alex Friedman take us on a  
tour of the gallery and opening 
reception.

Please enter A
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all pHOtOS tHiS  page :  antareSr icHard

C Maj-Britt Mobrand with her 
student, Marianne McDonald.

A The Craft & Cultural Arts Gallery 
opens onto the sunlight-filled atrium 
of the State of California Building. 

D TWW President Jan Langdon (right 
foreground) works the refreshments table.
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B ATA Student Award 
winner, and Tricia 
Goldberg’s student, 
Erica Diazoni.

A Jan Langdon and Bob 
Traxler with Vita Wells.
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 C Jan Langdon speaks to a visitor while Sonja Miremont  
chats with Marianne Haller’s husband, Eugene.

C Maj-Britt Mobrand and Alex Friedman 
discuss Maj-Britt’s tapestry.

C Mimi Heft and her partner, Paul Mavrides, 
laugh with their friend, Paul Hill.

A Steven and Marcia Ellis talk with Jane Merriman  
(in white) ; Vita Wells in rear.

all pHOtOS tHiS  page :  antareSr icHard
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all pHOtOS tHiS  page :  antareSr icHard

C Jan Langdon, Sonja Miremont, Deborah 
Corsini, Bob Traxler, and Alex Friedman.

A Jan and Bob with two of Jan’s Artful 
pieces. Bob is long-term student of 
Jan’s at the Richmond Art Center.



TapesTry Weavers WesT  sepTember 2008  11

a
ll

 p
H

O
t

O
S 

t
H

iS
 p

a
g

e:
 a

n
t

a
r

eS
r

ic
H

a
r

d

Richard and Alex’s photos were used by their gracious permission.

If anybody has photos of the tapestries in the two lobby display cases,  
let’s arrange to publish them in an addendum to this issue. 

Mimi Heft 
TWW Newsletter Editor
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TWW board Members

eLecteD poSitionS for 2008:

President Jan Langdon,  
janlang@copper.net.

Vice President in Charge of Programs 
position is vacant

Treasurer Carol Kazanjian

Secretary Laine Escola,  
escola@mcn.org

voLunteer poSitionS:

Membership Roster Nancy Jackson, 
nancy@timshelstudio.com

Newsletter Editor Mimi Heft,  
mimi.heft@gmail.com

TWW Historians Sonja Miramont, 
sonjabm1@comcast.net; Marcia Ellis, 
mellis@sonic.net

Portfolio Maintenance Alex Friedman, 
aqsfriedman@gmail.com

Exhibition Mailing List Coordinator  
Jan Moore, apricotjan2007@cs.com

Slide/Video Librarian Care Standley, 
care@ix.netcom.com

Portfolio Committee  
Nancy Jackson, chair for 2008  
nancy@timshelstudio.com; 
Barbara Heller, chair in 2009  
bheller@telus.net; 
Maj-Britt Mobrand, chair in 2010 
mmobrand@yahoo.com; 
Susan Henegar, alternate juror for 
2008, hartsew@att.net

TWW roster

memBerS With emaiL All TWW 
members with email will receive 
roster updates whenever there are job 
changes, contact info changes, or addi-
tions of new members.

memBerS Without emaiL Members 
without email will receive their news-
letter by mail. A snail-mail roster will 
be sent at renewal time if the member 
has not renewed, so that they can see 
what their status is according to TWW 
records, and another roster will be 
sent in May or June when the mem-
bership has solidified for the year.

Please destroy or delete old rosters. 
Please notify me of corrections or 
missing information:

Nancy Jackson  
TWW Membership & Roster 
nancy@timshelstudio.com

TWW Membership dues

If you wish to join TWW or renew 
your membership, please send a check 
for $25 made out to “TWW” to :

Carol Kazanjian, TWW Treasurer 
160 Kit Carson Court 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 
408-984-4837

TWW Newsletter

Our newsletter is published four times 
a year, before each meeting. Our next 
edition will be published in December.

SuBmiSSionS DeaDLineS for the 
maY eDition: November 21 for 
articles, photos, and digital print-ready 
ads; November 14 for ads requiring 
design and production services.

Members are encouraged to write 
about your tapestry and other art-
related events, exhibition and book 
reviews, announcements, etc. Mem-
bers are also welcome to advertise 
your textile-related businesses, classes, 
supplies, and services. This free service 
is available only to TWW members.

Please send submissions to Mimi Heft 
at mimi.heft@gmail.com. The news-
letter is sent via email. For members 
without email, please send 4 SASE to 
Mimi at:

Mimi Heft, TWW Newsletter Editor 
1001-B Guerrero St. 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
415-623-4563/mimi.heft@gmail.com



TWW business

Glimåkra Weaving Studio

Maj-Britt Mobrand
Instruction  •  Looms for Sale

2350 Spaulding Street • Berkeley, CA 94703 
Phone (510) 549-0326

I have available for sale cotton rug warp in assorted sizes.

I will give TWW members a 10% discount,  
but need to charge sales tax unless you have a resale number. 

I am a dealer for Unicorn Books & Crafts, 
so I can get anything they carry.


