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Newsletter 

Tapestry Weavers West                  May 2007  

 
TWW May Meeting — Focus on Tapestry: 
Three Bay Area Artists 
 
The May meeting of TWW will take place at the 
San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles, 520 South 
First Street, San Jose, CA, Meet at 10:30am for 
coffee in the museum’s reception gallery filled with 
wonderful tapestry rugs woven in the traditional 
Zapotec style by a fourth generation weaving 
family. In a slide presentation, starting at 11 am 
TWW members Christine Laffer, Tricia Goldberg 
and Deborah Corsini will discuss the evolution of 
their work and their connections to the rich Bay 
Area tapestry history. Then we will have a look at 
their pieces included in the American Tapestry 
Biennial 6 and have an informal discussion and 
gallery walk through of the exhibition. Afterwards 
Deborah will take you on a behind the scenes tour 
of the SJMQT to see some of the historic and 
contemporary textiles in the museum’s collection, 
including a recently acquired contemporary tapestry 
by Mary Balzer Buskirk. 
 This will be a wonderful opportunity to see 
the exhibition (again or for the first time) and to 
have an intimate look at behind the scenes at the 
SJMQT. Afterwards TWW members can have 
lunch in one of the nearby restaurants and spend the 
afternoon at the SJ museum of Art or visit the Tech 
museum. 
This event is free to TWW members. Non-TWW 

members will pay $15 to attend the lecture. 

Please call Deborah if you have any questions: 

650.359.3014 

There is some street parking available although 
most of it is metered. Please be sure to feed the 
meters.  Parking is available near the museum: 
Delia's Parking: 

640 First St., San Jose. 
self-serve at $3.00 per day (Two blocks from the 
museum, under the freeway.) 
For directions to the museum see: 
www.sjquiltmuseum.org 

 

My appreciation & thanks to Mimi Heft for putting 

together the splendid new TWW membership 

brochure. 

 

From the editor: 

At the end of this newsletter, be sure to check 

out the prospectus for the TWW Members’ 

Showcase to be held in Oakland, CA from July 

14, 2008-August 29, 2008.  

 
President’s Message 
 
May 2007 
 
For those of us who attended this past week’s 
events of the ATA’s 25th Anniversary celebration I 
am sure that you, like me, are still recuperating 
from an exciting and lively gathering that was 
packed with energy, wonderful tapestries and 
meeting and greeting new and old friends. This 
exchange centered on our common bond of tapestry 
and was interesting, fun, and thought provoking. 
We spend so many hours alone weaving in our 
studios and it is a wonderful time to see our work 
on the walls and to visit with our community with 
common ties of tapestry, textiles and fiber 
appreciation. The ATA Anniversary events and the 
exhibition were a wonderful success! 
 It was great to see so many TWW members 
at the events. Those who came from far away 
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include Marti Fleischer, Ann Hedlund, Barbara 
Heller, Susan Henegar, Michael Rhode, Linda Rees 
and Merna Strauch. (I hope I didn’t forget anyone.) 
Also Northern California members whom we often 
see at our local meetings came from Mendocino, 
Petaluma, Vallejo, Napa, and Berkeley etc. I hope 
that you all realize and appreciate that the San Jose 
Museum of Quilts & Textiles is a lovely venue, not 
that far away, and will avail yourself of the 
opportunity to return to see this exhibition and 
future exhibitions. TWW members have a chance to 
return on May 19th to hear ATB 6 artists Christine 
Laffer, Tricia Goldberg and myself discuss the 
evolution of our work. I hope to see many TWW 
members there, especially those who have not seen 
the exhibition. I will take you on a behind the 
scenes tour of the facility and show you the 
tapestries in the museum’s collection. 
 As curator of the SJMQT this was an 
interesting and challenging exhibition to hang. 
Some details include: two unwieldy and enormous 
wooden ATB6 crates arriving at the museum that 
were almost impossible to get off the truck to street 
level to move into the museum; unwrapping and 
unpacking the tapestries was also a two day 
production with the help of Joyce Hulbert, 
collections care manager, two volunteers and an 
intern; laying the exhibit out on a collection of 
multi-colored bed sheets and seeing Nancy 
Jackson’s gorgeous tapestries on a pastel 60’s bed 
sheet of mille fleurs. I wish I had taken a picture of 
this charming image of contrasting colors and 
texture!! We invited Christine Laffer to help hang 
her 70-pound tapestry (am I exaggerating?) so that 
it securely stays attached to the wall. And now after 
all of the hard work of organizing, designing, 
installing and helping as liaison to ATA I can sit 
back for a moment and relax and appreciate the 
tapestries in this exhibition, the collective woven 
hours and passions of the artists and the variety of 
approaches and view of contemporary tapestry. I 
sincerely hope that tapestry’s audience will be 
expanded as we talk about what it is that we do and 
love and encourage our friends and family to see 
and support this show. 
 When I look at exhibitions I am always 
inspired to get back to my studio, to draw and 
weave and create new work. I realize that I have 
many more ideas than I will ever actually weave 
and it is the choosing of the ideas that offers delight 
and excitement. I hope that this show will prove to 

be interesting and inspiring to you as well and will 
encourage you to expand your own woven work. In 
this newsletter you will find the prospectus for 
TWW Members’ Showcase in the summer of 2008. 
The Oakland venue is an ample, well-lit space with 
potential to create another beautiful tapestry 
exhibition. I hope that all of you will consider 
weaving a new tapestry for this exhibition and will 
be a part of this curated TWW Members’ Showcase 
in 2008. We will be looking for volunteers to 
gallery sit and ideas for programs for the third 
Thursday in August. Please let me know what ideas 
you might have for speakers, programs or any other 
thoughts. 
 It was brought up during the speaker’s panel 
that TWW, among many regional tapestry groups, 
serves as a more intimate connection to the greater 
tapestry world. But unlike some other areas like 
TWS (Tapestry Weavers South) our group is not 
really growing. We have had a few new members in 
the past year but I hope that we can broaden our 
membership. Those of you who are teachers should 
invite your students to attend a TWW meeting, to 
meet other tapestry weavers and to join our group. 
Mimi Heft has made a new (for the first time, I 
believe) TWW membership brochure and I can send 
you some if you want to pass them on. In order for 
our group to remain stable we must all do our part 
by volunteering, actively working in a TWW 
position and helping to recruit new members into 
the group.  A number of our members have worked 
long and hard in keeping TWW alive for 22 years. I 
hope that we will still have the commitment, energy 
and drive and enough willing volunteers for us to 
celebrate our Silver anniversary in 2010. If you 
have not taken a position or worked for TWW 
please think about what you can do to help. Your 
volunteering will be appreciated and you might find 
that you will gain more than you realize from 
helping out. Again, I hope to see you at the SJMQT 
for our next gathering on May 19th.  If not I wish 
you a very good summer, productive in the studio 
and garden and enjoying a vacation or two. Happy 
Weaving. 
 
Warmly, 
Deborah 
 
.
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News at Warp Speed 
 
Michael Rohde: 
 
 
Houses for Nomads, twenty two tapestries by 
Michael F. Rohde, will be on exhibition from May 
4 to June 5, 2007  in a solo show at the JANINA 
MONKUTE - MARKS MUSEUM, J.Basanaviciaus 
45, LT - 57182, Kedainiai, Lithuania, Tel. (370 
347) 57398, (370) 686 32992. Fax. (370 347 
60270). www.jmm-muziejus.lt  
 
A catalogue of the exhibition (twenty pages, 
8.5x11") with an essay by Sarah Swett is available 
for $15, including domestic US postage; contact 
Michael Rohde (mfrohde@mac.com) if interested. 
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Deborah Corsini: 
 
 

 
 
Blood, Sand, Tears 
 
Silk & raffia wedge weave by Deborah Corsini 

13.5" x 10" 2004, was sold at the opening of her exhibition at 

the Morris Graves Museum of Art, Eureka, CA 

 
 
Betty Hilton-Nash: 
 
Greetings from North Carolina 

It’s springtime in the mountains, the azaleas are 
blooming, the weather is warm and not yet humid, 
life is good. It’s hard to believe we’ve been here 
eight months. We’re getting to spend time with 
Trevor’s family who live about two hours away and 
slowly meeting people, primarily at the YMCA 
where we go to work off the southern cooking we 
eat. I am still working for Giselle, but not as much 
so I’ve been able to weave and am almost finished 
with the piece I started before we left California. I 
have joined Tapestry Weavers South at the urging 
of Marti Fleischer, also a TWW member. TWS is a 
group that has been around eleven  years and is 
made up of tapestry weavers living primarily in the 
Southeastern part of the country. There are no 

regular meetings, but the group tries to have a major 
event each year, an exhibit, a retreat, or workshop. 
There is a newsletter and members living in the 
same area often get together. 

TWS has had an exhibit "Southern Yarns" at the 
Folk Art Center here in Asheville since January. It 
closes on May 13th. I have three pieces in the show 
along with work by 26 other TWS members There 
are a total of 108 tapestries exhibited. It is a non-
juried show and so far about 20 tapestries have sold, 
most in the $200-$300 range. I have sold one, Marti 
is the winner, she has sold, at last count, five of her 
Modigliani inspired women’s faces. The Folk Art 
Center is home to the Southern Highlands Craft 
Guild, a 70 year old organization of crafts people 
living in the south Their web site is: 
www.southernhighlandguild.org. It is located on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway and is a destination for visitors 
to Asheville. Those of us living in North Carolina 
and Tommye Scanlin and Pat Williams from 
Georgia have been demonstrating on the weekends 
at the exhibit. For me it has been a great way to get 
out in the community and meet people. We’re doing 
a sort of crazy quilt piece on Tommye’s loom and 
I’ve been forced to weave from the front, as most of 
the TWS members are students of Archie and 
Susan’s. There was no formal opening for the show 
but we had a gathering last month of people living 
nearby so I got to meet 10 other members of the 
group where I was officially welcomed. Once again 
I’ve discovered how great it is to be a member of 
the tapestry community. I was thinking about TWW 
a lot this past weekend, missing the ATA 
happenings which I’m sure all of you were 
attending. I will be visiting the Bay area and 
Mendocino in November and would love to see as 
many of you as possible. Till then enjoy the pictures 
of the TWS exhibit and keep weaving. 
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Poster for the show 

 

 

Joan Griffin “Wisteria” 

 

 

 
Connie Lippert “Verdure” 
 

 
 
Linda Weghorst “Othar Turner” 
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Marti Fleisher “Various Faces” 
 
 

 
 
Nancy Garretson “Fairy Swing” 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Rebecca Stevens “How Can You Say That” 
 
 

 
 
Betty Hilton-Nash “Traveling East” 
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Pat Williams “Last Grasp” 
 
 
 

 
 
Betty Hilton-Nash “Waterline” 
 

   
 
 Terri Stewart “Veiled Glances” 
 
 

 
 
Demo piece we have been doing at the 
show
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April 28, 2007.  “ATA: Celebrating Twenty Five Years of Contemporary Tapestry.” Panel discussion  

 

 
Christine Laffer    Babara Heller     Jim Brown   Marti Fleischer  Judy Schuster Joan Griffin  Mary Lane 
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Jean Pierre Larochette 

 

 

 
Jim Brown and Jackie Wollenberg 

 

 
At Registration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Networking 

 

 

 

 
At the reception 
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Joan Griffin and Alex Friedman 

 

 
Lunch under sculpture at the Agenda 

 

 
Melissa Leventon and Lotus Stack 

 
Mary Lane  

 

 
Barabara Heller and Linda Wallace at raffle drawing 

 

 
Lunch at Tricia Goldberg’s garden on Studio Tour 
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Sonja Miremont, Hanelore Cole, and Tricia Goldberg 

 

 
Jim Brown and Tricia Goldberg 

 

 
After lunch 

 
Andrea Butler and Rebecca Stevens 

 

 

 
Jim Brown in discussion with Jean Pierre Larochette 

 

 

 
Discussion at lunch 
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Yael Lurie and Silvia Heyden 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo Credits: 
 
Except for the picture of J.P. Larochette, all 
photos taken at the Museum and at lunch in 
S.J. are  by Ann Hedlund. 
 
The photos “Discussion at lunch” and “Yael 
Lurie and Silvia Heyden” are by Alex Friedman. 
 
All the remainder of the photos are by 
Marianne Haller 
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Tapestry Weavers West Members’ Showcase  
      

- Contemporary Tapestry in the 21st Century 

 

Objective – Tapestry Weavers West is organizing an exhibition at the Craft & Cultural Arts Gallery in 
downtown Oakland. This curated exhibition will present a showcase of TWW members’ latest work and show 
the variety of style and achievement from all of our members. We hope to engage the public with an interesting 
and exciting exhibition of fine contemporary tapestry. This is a good opportunity for both emerging and 
established artists and TWW members to share their creative endeavors. 
 

Venue – Craft & Cultural Arts Gallery, (in the State of California Building Atrium) 1515 Clay, Oakland, CA is 
a 1500 square foot gallery with gallery lights, white walls and a professional gallery environment. In addition 
there are two 20-foot long glass cases (locked) in the hallway that can accommodate more tapestries and /or 
educational information about tapestry.   
 

Eligibility – Open to all current TWW members who design and weave their own tapestries (defined as hand 
woven weft-faced cloth, with discontinuous wefts). Entries must be one-of-a-kind tapestries and woven between 
1990-2007. Artist may submit up to four entries. Submission to the TWW exhibit implies that the artwork on 
the slide will be, if chosen by the curators, available for the exhibition and that the artist understands that all 
accepted work, without exception, must remain for the duration of the exhibition. 
 

Curators – TWW members Deborah Corsini, curator of the San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles, Tricia 
Goldberg, tapestry weaver and teacher, and Care Standley, teacher and tapestry weaver, will curate the 
exhibition. 
 

Entry Fee – A $25 non-refundable entry fee must accompany each submission. Checks should be made 
payable to TWW. All entry fees go toward offsetting the cost of the exhibition. 
 

Deadline – Slides must be received by May 2, 2008 at the following address: 
 
        TWW Showcase - Deborah Corsini, 620 Loma Vista Terrace, Pacifica, CA 94044 
 

Slides – Slides should be submitted in a slide sheet of individual pockets. The slides should be labeled with 
Title, your name, dimensions (H x W), and date. Please indicate TOP and mark the slides with A, B, C, and D. 
to correspond with the entry form. Please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope for the return of your 
slides and juror notification. Slides of pieces that are accepted into the exhibition will be held for publicity and 
returned at a later date. 
 

Insurance – the gallery covers insurance. (Artist is responsible for insurance costs in transit.) 
 

Notification – Artists will be notified of the curators’ decision by June 7, 2008. Shipping and/or delivery 
instructions will be included at this time. Entrants will have at least one piece accepted into the exhibition 
and this work will be in the main gallery. It is possible that a 2nd or 3rd piece will be accepted but may be 
displayed in the glass cases in the hallway. The curators will decide upon the selection and installation of the 
pieces.  
 

Sales – Exhibited works will be sold at the price indicated on the entry form only. TWW will not permit 
changes in price upon acceptance. TWW does not charge a sales commission. (Exhibited work does not have 

to be for sale.) 
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Reception – TWW members will be asked to contribute some appetizers for the reception. TWW will provide 
the wine. The gallery provides water and sparkling cider. The gallery also provides live music, although TWW 
may split the cost of this with the gallery. 
 

Gallery Sitting – TWW members will be responsible for gallery sitting during the course of the exhibition. 
This is an excellent way to engage with the public, to promote tapestry and to possibly create sales. More 
information on scheduling will be available closer to the exhibition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar: 

Slides, fees and entry form due   May 2, 2008 

Jury notification and shipping instructions June 7, 2008 

Accepted works due     July 7, 2008 

Exhibition dates     July 14  - Aug 29, 2008 

Opening reception     July 17, 2008, from 5 to 8 p.m. 

Possible Tapestry lecture    August 21, 2008, from 7- 8 pm 

Exhibition closes     August 29 

Pick up work      September 2, 2008 from 10 am – 1 pm 

Shipped work to be returned by    Sept. 12, 2008 

 

Venue – The Craft & Cultural Arts Gallery 

  1515 Clay Street 

  Oakland, CA  94612 

 

Gallery Hours 10 am – 5 pm Mon. – Fri. 

www.oaklandculturalarts.org 

 

Reception and events are part of the “Third Thursdays Oakland Art Night” 

Open & free to the public 
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  Tapestry Weavers West Members Showcase 

Entry Checklist:      Entry Form: 

 
Send entry materials to: 
TWW Members’ Showcase     Name_______________________________ 
Deborah Corsini        
620 Loma Vista Terrace 
Pacifica, CA 94044             
                   Address_____________________________  
        City, State, Zip________________________ 

 Completed/signed entry form 
 Entry fee of $25 payable to Tapestry Weavers West             Phone (W)______________(H)___________ 

(You may enter up to 4 slides for the $25 entry fee.) 
 Notification form with artist name and entry    Email________________________________ 

      titles completed  
 Slides, labeled as indicated     I have read the prospectus carefully and agree  
 Self-addressed stamped envelope for notification form  to the conditions and terms within it. 

      and return of slides  

         Signed_____________________________   

Entry A       Entry B 
 
Title________________________________________ Title__________________________________ 
 
Medium_____________________________________        Medium_______________________________ 
 
Size (H x W x D)_________________________________ Size (H x W x D)________________________________________ 

 

Date_____________Sale Price___________________ Date_______________Sale Price___________ 
 Or insurance value if NFS (circle one)      Or insurance value if NFS (circle one) 

Entry C       Entry D 
 
Title________________________________________ Title__________________________________ 
 
Medium_____________________________________        Medium_______________________________ 
 
Size (H x W x D)_________________________________ Size (H x W x D)________________________________________ 

 

Date_____________Sale Price___________________ Date_______________Sale Price___________ 
 Or insurance value if NFS (circle one)   Or insurance value if NFS (circle one) 
 

Notification Form - Tapestry Weavers West Members Showcase  Accepted         Declined 

Artist Name_________________________________________________ 
 
Entry A (title)________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Entry B (title)________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Entry C (title)________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Entry D (title)________________________________________________________________________ 
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TWW BUSINESS 
 
There are two volunteer positions that need filling. 
Please let me know if you are interested in:  
 
1.  TWW historian 
2.  Alternate portfolio juror – to rotate juror for 
2008 and then 2009 as chair 
 
Newsletter deadlines are:  

 

September 1, 2007 

Jan. 2, 2008. 

March 1, 2008 

May 1, 2008 

 

Please submit to Marianne Haller:  

mehaller@hallerhome.com (510) 528 3342 

 

TWW newsletter is published on-line 4 times 

a year. For those members who do not have e-

mail or wish to receive a hard copy of the 

newsletter please send 4 business sized 

SASE for the year's newsletters to: 

 

Marianne Haller 

1054 Mariposa Ave 

Berkeley, CA 94707 
 
TAPESTRY WEAVERS WEST is an 

organization with a goal to act as a support, 

educational and networking group for 

tapestry artists.  Please contact President, 

Deborah Corsini (650) 359-3014, 

zcorsini@pacbell.net or Membership Chair, 

Nancy Jackson (707) 554-4128, 

nancy.Jackson@prodigy.net for further 

details or membership information. 

 

2007 Meeting Dates:  

 

Jan 20, Program by Nancy Jackson 

March 17, De Young Museum  

May 19, SJMQ&T to see ATB6 and program 

By D.Corsini, T.Goldberg & C.Laffer 

Sept. 15, Program by new member Jan 

Langdon at her home/studio in Point Reyes 

Station. 

 

 

TWW ROSTER 

 

Members with Email: All TWW members 

with email will receive roster updates 

whenever there are job changes, contact info 

changes or additions of new members. 

  

Members without Email: 

Members without email will receive their 

newsletter by mail.  A snail mail roster will 

be sent at renewal time if the member has 

not renewed, so that they can see what their 

status is according to TWW records, and 

another roster will be send in May or June 

when the membership has solidified for the 

year. 

  

Please destroy or delete old rosters. please 

notify me of corrections or missing 

information. 

  

Nancy Jackson 

nancy.jackson@prodigy.net 

TWW Membership & Roster 

 

Membership dues 

 

Membership dues are $25 due by January 

20. 

Please submit a check made out to  TWW to  

 

Carole Kazanjian  

160 Kit Carson Court 

Santa Clara, CA 95050

 


