
TWW November 2006 Meeting

TWW November meeting 
CANCELLED

 
So enjoy the day in your studio or with 
nature or doing whatever needs to be 
done.

The next meeting is January 20, 2007 
at Kay Kent’s lovely home in El Cerrito. 
Nancy Jackson will speak about her 
work and career. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to hear Nancy talk about 
her woven path. Look for details in the 
January newsletter.

We’ll have our annual member show-
and-tell on March 17, 2007 at a location 
to be decided.

January Newsletter – LET’S HEAR 
YOUR NEWS
Deadline Jan. 2, 2007
Since our annual show-and-tell had 
been postponed till March why not write 
a paragraph (really just one 
paragraph) about what you are doing 
(tapestry or not) and send it off to 
Michael Rohde. It would be great to 
hear from all of our members as we look 
upon a new year. 

From Deborah

Dear TWW members,

It’s autumn — we move our clock back this 
weekend, and winter is on the horizon. It’s hard 
to believe that the year is quickly rushing to a 
close and the busy holiday season will soon be 
upon us. Although, I have certainly felt the 
seasonal change and chill in the air and have 
had the urge to curl up by the fire with a good 
book, there have also been glorious days of hot 
sun, warm winds and clear sky — a late Indian 
summer.

I have been working on a number of venues for 
exhibitions for TWW in the next years. We have 
committed to a wonderful space in July / 
August of 2008 for a members exhibition. It is 
at the Craft & Cultural Arts Gallery in 
Oakland, CA and in addition to the spacious 
and well-lit gallery there are two long glass 
cases in the lobby that could showcase smaller 
tapestries. The gallery is in the State of CA 
office building at 1515 Clay Street and is near 
BART. Details and a prospectus for this 
exhibition will be available this spring. So now 
you have ample time to start thinking about, 
designing and working on some new pieces for 
exhibition. 

My own life has gotten much busier with a new 
position (part time for now) as curator at the 
San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles. It is a 
perfect fit for my experience and interests and 
has been challenging and fascinating to learn 
about the demands of this new role. It was 
especially challenging (and fun) to install Quilt 
National ’05, my first exhibition, and realize 
that I am the one running up and down the 
ladder 100 times adjusting the lights. It’s a 
workout!! The museum’s schedule for 2007 is 
varied mix of textile shows and includes a 
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political themed show and a showcase of 
contemporary textile artists. I am especially 
looking forward to hanging the ATB6 
exhibition that runs April 17 through July 8. 
There will be an opening reception on April 
28th combined with an ATA 25th anniversary 
celebration and lecture. More details on this 
event will also be available in the following 
TWW newsletters. I hope you will all attend.

I have decided to cancel our November meeting. 
It seems that we are all so busy with 
Thanksgiving, traveling and holiday guests and 
the board has agreed that it is best to cancel 
this meeting at this time. So instead of 
gathering let’s stay home, be productive and 
weave. I also recommend a trip to the De Young 
museum to see the Quilts of Gee’s Bend. If you 
haven’t yet been to the new De Young this is a 
great opportunity to catch an amazing textile 
show and to see this exciting architectural 
venue, which recently celebrated its one-year 
anniversary. The Quilts of Gee’s Bend runs 
through Dec. 31. Don’t miss it.

I wish you all happy holidays, good health, and 
continued splendid creativity for 2007.

Namaste, Peace,

Deborah

Volunteer for TWW Newsletter Needed

Michael Rohde is stepping down from his role 
as TWW newsletter editor and we need to fill 
this important position. This is a great job for 
those far away members  who want to 
participate more or for anyone near or far who 
has a computer and would like to take on this 
vital role in our organization. Michael will be 
available to answer questions. Please let 

Deborah know if you are interested. call 
650.359.3014 or zcorsini@pacbell.net

And a heartfelt thank you to Michael for his 
contribution to TWW.

From Jane

Observations from the TWW meeting of 
September 16, 2006.

The September meeting was held on a rare 
sunny day in Pacifica, California in the home 
and studio of Deborah Corsini. Deborah gave a 
talk on wedgeweave, which is the weaving style 
that she has been focusing on for the last 5 
years.

She began with a discussion of what she 
considers the origins of wedgeweave, showing 
us Navajo examples from 1875 -- 1895. She 
noted that they would weave them in a similar 
way to their rectangular blankets, that is, in a 
four selvage style with the same kinds of 
materials for warps & wefts.

Some of  the pieces had  shimmering, eye-
dazzler, and 3-D optical effects.  There was 
some discussion about why the Navajo are not 
doing much  wedgeweave today and why thay 
stopped weaving wedge weaves.

She showed modern examples of  combinations 
of tapestry shapes, bordered by wedgeweave or 
using wedgeweave as a design element, 
including several by Martha Stanley who also 
taught the wedgeweave to some members of 
TWW.  Martha did many pieces combining 
wedgeweave and slits to create great graphic 
effects. 

Deborah  also showed  works by Jaqueta 
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Nisbet, Sharon Marcus, Christine Laffer, Jim 
Bassler among others, who had all used 
wedgeweave in their work. At that point in the 
discussion,Christine commented that she had 
observed that tapestry didn't "like" to be flat, 
and that was how she began working with 
eccentric wefts. 

 Deborah, in her wedgeweave is now letting the 
curves come in, where they will.

Deborah is influenced by Navajo weaving, but 
is not a Navajo weaver.  She is also influenced 
by her commerical textile work in the quilting 
industry, but she has a life long passion as a 
handweaver.

The energy of wedgeweave designs is 
"supercharged" in her mind.  We were fortunate 
to see some of the places that the energy has 
transported her to.

Jane Sandsmark

from Elaine

TWW  Meeting  September 17, 2006

Members present: Deborah Corsini, Tricia 
Goldberg, Maj-Britt Mobrand, Jane 
Sandsmark, Kay Kent, Care Standley, Jan 
Langdon, Christine Laffer, Mimi Heft, Laine 
Escola and guest Nancy Ruspil

Laine Escola Alternate Secretary
 
Treasurer's report;  Balance  $4,148.31
 
Upcoming programs & dates --Jackie W.
      November 18??  Maybe Alex Friedman
      January 20, 2007  Nancy Jackson at home 

of Kay Kent
      March 17, 2007 annual show & tell
      May 19, 2007 San Jose at SJ Museum of 
Quilts & Textiles - ATB 6 exhibition
 
Portfolio Chair --Merna--encourage 
submissions
      Portfolio definitely needs updating.
 
Future exhibitions:
      Deborah discussed the venues that she has 
approached and the response that she received.

       The Crafts & Cultural Arts Gallery in 
Oakland has looked at the TWW portfolio and 
is interested in having an exhibition of TWW 
members work in July/ August 2008. Deborah 
& Michael Rohde were recently in an exhibition 
with the Baulines Craft Guild at the venue and 
the space is really handsome. The space is near 
BART and located on the ground floor of City of 
Oakland County Building. There are also two 
20 foot long cases that would be available to 
exhibit smaller works.  The gallery could 
accommodate possibly  25 - 30 tapestries 
depending on size. 

TWW  would hang show and do the reception 
and split the costs  for gallery signs &, printing 
postcards with the gallery.  Gallery attendants 
would be needed to sit in the gallery. Sales 
would be encouraged.  Gallery takes 30%. 

Members at the meeting decided to go ahead 
with this and voted to have a show. A 
committee was formed and Deborah, Care and 
Tiisha will work out the details for the 
exhibition. Look for official news & details in 
upcoming newsletters.
          
          The reception is the 3rd Thursday.  There 
is also an auditorium available for us to use 
and free. We could consider a Thurs. night 
lecture series, event on the 2nd third Thursday.
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      Lobby Gallery at 455 Market SF - 
Deborah met with Bonnie Earls -Solari and 
gave her a TWW mini portfolio. Ths gallery is 
too small for a TWW group exhibit but Bonnie 
may have other spaces, lobbys  etc. and she 
may be able to pick a 2 or 3 person exhibit from 
our portfolio. She would connect with members 
directly if she is interested in your work. (That 
is why it is important to update our portfolio!!)

     Berkeley Art Center --Deborah & Maj- 
Britt met with the director and she is also 
interested in having a TWW exhibit.  Deborah 
sent her TWW slides and a mini portfolio and 
wrote a proposal to the gallery submission 
committee. For this show it might be possible 
to have a guest curator.
 
     
     New Orinda library -- need to hang pieces 
with wire and at least 1 1/2 year away. Kay 
will do more research into this. Other members 
should check out the space.
 
      Mendocino Art Center --previous exhibits 
1993, 96, 99  What about having a 25th 
Anniversary exhibit there?
 
                
Newsletter --deadline for submission in two 
weeks preceding the newsletter.  Send in your 
events and opportunities.  
Write an article about your current work.  Nov 
2006 newsletter will ask for submissions (one 
paragragh) 
with your tapestry news for the January 
newsletter.

New Business and news:

      
      ATA request to help with 25th year 
anniversary celebration in SJ--Tricia and Sonja 
have volunteered.

      TWW  25th Silver Anniversary in 2010 
Silver exhibition?? other ideas???
      Website  www.pacifictextilearts.org --  
Jackie

Tricia is giving a workshop in southern 
California in March 2007 with Merna.

from Sonja

I was in Santa Fe the first week of October for 
Jean Pierre's and Yael's lecture and tapestry 
opening.  I also drove to Taos and thoroughly 
enjoyed looking around and meeting many 
weavers and textile gallery owners.  While in 
Weaving Southwest, I was delighted to see a 
rug by Michael F. Rohde.

GOT PHOTOS?

*   Wanted:  photos of ATA events or people 
about its beginnings and its early days.
*   Why?  They are needed for a bulletin board 
"memory lane" of ATA for the anniversary 
celebration on April 28, 2007.
*   When?  They are needed by March 15, 2007.
*   Where?  Please mail them to:
o    Sonja Miremont
o   156 Shelina Vista Lane
o   Petaluma, CA 94952
o   (707) 778-8267
*   Questions?  Email Sonja at:  
sonjabm1@comcast.net

Thank you,

Sonja
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from Mary Lane

From ATA

On April 28, 2007 the American Tapestry 
Alliance will be celebrating its twenty-fifth 
anniversary at the San Jose Museum of Quilts 
and Textiles (SJMQT). In addition to a gala 
reception for American Tapestry Biennial 6, we 
are planning a series of talks at the museum. 
One part of this programming is designed to 
offer tapestry artists from around the country 
an opportunity to network. It will be a chance 
for weavers from the same geographic area to 
connect with one another. It will also be a 
chance for folks to share tips on topics such as 
hosting retreats, sponsoring shows or 
mentoring future tapestry artists. Perhaps 
some collaborative projects or exhibitions will 
be spawned! 

We would like to encourage Tapestry Weavers 
West to send a representative to this event. 
You may bring along any promotional or 
informational materials your group would like 
to share. We will provide a place to display 
them. The programming is scheduled from 9:00 
am to 1:00 pm on April 28, 2007. A no host 
lunch follows at 1:00 pm and the reception for 
ATB6 will take place from 3:00 to 5:00 pm. 

Of course, all of your members are welcome to 
attend. Registration forms will be available on 
the ATA website after January 1, 2007. Hope 
to see you in San Jose! 

Mary Lane 
ATA Board Member 

Tapestry on the Edge
November 30th, 2006 through January 7, 2007
Nordic Heritage Museum

Tapestry on the Edge opens November 30th at 
the Nordic Heritage Museum.  The exhibition, 
which was organized by Tapestry Artists of 
Puget Sound, includes  45 tapestries featuring 
artists from British Columbia, Washington, 
Oregon, and California.  The show was juried by 
Rock Hushka a curator at the Tacoma Art 
Museum.

Tapestry Artists of Puget Sound (TAPS) was  
founded in 1990 for the exchange of techniques, 
philosophy, and inspiration within the world of 
tapestry.  The group provides a forum for the 
exchange of ideas and an opportunity for 
critical review through discussion, exhibition, 
and publication.  Each artist has developed and 
refined a body of work that expresses a unique 
vision and commitment to the art form.

The Nordic Heritage  Museum is located at 
3014 NW 57th Street, Seattle, Washington 
98117.  206-789-5707.  Exhibition hours: 
Tuesday – Saturday 10:00 am – 4 pm; Sundays 
12:00 pm – 4 pm, closed Mondays.  Admission: 
Adults $6:00; Seniors and College Students 
$5.oo;  Children over 5 $4.00; Children under 5 
free.
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from Jan Moore

For Sale: 48" Fireside cantilever tapestry 
loom. Cherry wood, excellent condition, over 
75% assembled, with accessory rail and 10 epi 
reed. Weighs less than 100 pounds; can be 
easily transported with tapestry in progress 
and under tension.  $3500 or best offer (if new: 
$4650+, including crating and shipping, plus a 
wait of 4-8 months).  Located in Laytonville, 3 
hours north of San Francisco. Willing to 
participate in delivery.  Contact: 707-984-9562 
or beverlymuir@saber.net. 
Maker:  
http://www.firesidelooms.com/looms_cantilever
.html) 

from Elaine

WEAVING WORKSHOPS
With Jacquetta Nisbet

ANDEAN BACKSTRAP/ 
INKLE..........................................January 15-19, 

2007
You will discover how to warp and weave 
several beautiful Andean patterns on a simple 
backstrap loom which you will also learn to 
make. This rich weaving tradition goes back for 
thousands of years. The bugs are out of it and 
the irresistible interest and fun remain alive 
and well! (class limit 10) These weaves work 
well on the inkle loom. Both subjects will be 
taught so you can work on either or both looms. 
Tools and materials list will be sent upon 
registration.
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NAVAJO RUG 
......................................................................January 
22-26, 2007
This workshop shows you how to warp and 
weave a small rug on your own upright frame 
loom. Instruction sheet for making a simple, 
inexpensive frame loom and obtaining supplies 
will be sent upon registration. Some supplies 
and tools will be available. (class limit 6)
                                                                                       
       ***
Fee for one five-day workshop is $300. 
Registration deposit of $60 per workshop will 
reserve your place. Balance is due on first day 
of class.

Please mail to Jacquetta Nisbet, P.O. Box 608, 
Point Arena, CA. 95468.
(707) 882-3771 email, nisbet@mcn.org.
For those who need a place to stay 
see…………… www.manchesterbeachkoa.com

 
TWW ROSTER

 
Members with Email: All TWW members 
with email will receive roster updates whenever 
there are job changes, contact info changes or 
additions of new members.
 
Members without Email:
Members without email will receive snail mail 
updates at least twice a year. A snail mail 
roster will be sent at renewal time if the 
member has not renewed, so that they can see 
what their status is according to TWW records, 
and another roster will be send in May or June 
when the membership has solidified for the 
year.
 
Please destroy or delete old rosters when you 
receive the new one in order to avoid this 
confusion. After checking to make sure you are 
looking at the most current roster, please notify 
me of corrections or missing information.
 
Nancy Jackson
nancy.jackson@prodigy.net
TWW Membership & Roster

Membership dues

Membership dues are $25 due in January.
Please submit a check made out to  TWW to 

Carole Kazanjian 
160 Kit Carson Court

Santa Clara, CA 95050
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