
Next Meeting, March 16

Our March 16th meeting is sure to inspire us all.  
We will be meeting at the home and studio of Joyce 
Hulbert, and her topic will be “The Yoga of the 
Thread”.  Joyce has been weaving tapestries since 
the 1980’s and has studied at the Ruth Scheuer 
Tapestry Studio in New York.  Her tapestries are 
autobiographical in content and imagery.  She will 
take us on a tour of her eclectic textile collection, 
as well as a visit to her studio to show us her cur-
rent textile conservation projects and her artwork. 
Our meeting will conclude with a lovely backyard 
potluck under the trees.  I am sure it will be a truly 
comfortable and enjoyable setting in which to talk 
about tapestry.

Coffee/Tea begins at 10:30, and the program starts 
at 11:00.  A backyard potluck is planned (weather 
permitting).   Please bring a dish to share.  

Directions:  From either the North or South on the 
I-80/ I-580, exit at University Ave. toward Berkeley.  
Turn left at Shattuck Ave., turn right at Rose Street, 
turn left at Walnut Street.  Joyce’s address is 1315 
Walnut Street.  (510) 644-9359.

Save these future dates! 

May 18 – Jean Pierre Larochette and Yael Lurie

Sep. 21 – Mendocino/Fort Bragg retreat

(Check upcoming newsletters for more informa-
tion)

Minutes to January Meeting

 TWW Meeting —  By Sonja Miremont
 Members present:  January 19, 2002  
 Marcia Ellis, Betty Hilton-Nash, Bobbi Chamberlain
 Victoria Stone,  Ann Granberg ,Joan McColgan,
 Kay Kent, Jackie Wollenberg, Sonja Miremont

Our program was “Show and Tell.” Members 
brought a variety of artwork and works in progress.  
It was interesting to see how some members de-
velop their ideas and the process.  It was inspiring 
and energizing.  After a large and delicious lunch, we 
had our board meeting and discussed many items.  
Since the response to a TWW tapestry was mini-
mal, it will be further explored at a later date.  The 
logistics need to be thought out.

Sonja’s husband, Pierre, worked on a possible TWW 
website after discussing it with several members.  
She will review all TWW web related info and give
a report at our next meeting. Sonja volunteered to 
take care of this website if TWW decides to have 
one.  
We are currently working on redoing the by-laws, 
as some issues have come up that need addressing. 
The by-law committee consists of Bobbi Chamber-
lain, Betty Hilton-Nash, and Sonja Miremont and 
will present a report at our next meeting.

Care Standley sent TWW slides again for a possible 
Vancouver venue to  coordinate with Convergence.  
We look forward to hearing about the response.

We are thinking about a possible TWW Mendocino 
Retreat probably in September.

    TWW Newsletter
   Volume 17  #2  March  2002



The Co-Presidents’ Corner:

Hi Everyone,

It is March already.  The hills are green and trees 
are starting to leaf out.  Spring is just around the 
corner in Northern California.  This time of year 
always makes me want to get outside to the gar-
den and plant something new.  Alas, as I come back 
from the local nursery, it feels like I’m bringing 
new victims to their fate with the deer, raccoons, 
wild turkeys, and various other destructive critters 
that share our land.  Nevertheless, I plant the little 
plants anyway, dreaming of a glorious garden.  May-
be this year we will be successful, for a change…I 
have heard it said that gardening is an act of faith 
and optimism.   That seems true.

I think that weaving tapestry is also an act of faith 
and optimism.  Each time we put on a fresh warp, it 
is full of promise.  We know in our mind’s eye what 
we hope to achieve.  We wind the bobbins, thinking 
of each color and how it will fit into the puzzle of 
shapes that will form the image.  We weave.  Sur-
prises happen and we work with them.  We create.  

Recently, I ran across an excerpt from the intro-
duction given by Billy Collins for a Phi Beta Kappa 
poetry award, which went to Kenneth Koch. It’s all 
about poetry but it seems applicable to any creative 
work.

“Kenneth Koch, with characteristic oddness and 
originality, once compared unoriginal poetry to a 
75-year-old baby. “As charming as old people are,” 
he politely said to an interviewer, “one doesn’t want 
to have a 75-year-old baby. One wants to make 
something new.”...

“The ability of a poet to breathe fresh life into the 
tired corpse of the language has been simplified 
into the phrase “finding your voice,” as if it were a 
thing that was lost -- a set of car keys buried in the 
sofa cushions. It seems closer to experience to say 
that refreshing the language is a matter of discov-
ering, through practice and luck, a way of writing 
poetry that is slightly different -- however slightly 
-- from everyone else’s way of writing poetry.

“This is not a condition easily arrived at, requiring, 
as it does, a difficult negotiation between the forces 
audacity and self-consciousness, the pull and push 
of curiosity and uncertainty. But such a discovery 
-- and each of tonight’s readers has made it --makes 
a poet feel as if he or she had invented a new 
instrument. At that point, there is nothing better to 
do than to spend the rest of your life playing that 
instrument.”

I hope you are having a creative and satisfying start 
to your new year.  

Happy Weaving,
Marcia

From Our Co-President

We have had several members who  had an in-
spiration  or   recognized an opportunity  share 
these thoughts with the Board for possible  future 
TWW activities.  The Board is  currently following 
through on the information gathering phase of one 
such  shared idea.  When you have ideas or  see 
something that you think might be an opportunity 
for TWW, please let the  Board know (Marcia Ellis, 
Sonja Miremont, Jackie Wollenberg, Victoria Stone,  
Betty Hilton-Nash, Joan McColgan, and myself).  We 
want TWW to be a reflection of the  entire mem-
bership, not just those that serve on the Board.

As I struggle to complete my five year old tapestry, 
I often  wonder how many of the members are 
currently working on weaving projects.  It might 
be interesting for everyone  that has a tapestry on 
the loom to send me a short e-mail, note, or phone  
call.  You could include the date  you warped your 
loom, the size of the piece, and how far along you 
are in the  project.  Similarly, I would like to  know 
about any member who is working on any art/craft-
related  project.  What if every member is  current-
ly involved, in some way, with a weaving/art/craft 
project?  That would be great to know.  It doesn t 
matter if you shared your  project at the January  
Show and Tell  meeting   I still would like to hear 
from  you.  I will share all the  information I receive 
(without names) in the next Newsletter.
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Those of us that attend the meetings regularly have 
the  opportunity to get to know each other and 
become friends.  I would like to find a way to get 
to  know those of you who live far away or are 
unable to attend the meetings.  I think it would be 
interesting if those  of you in the latter  category  
contacted me to let me know something about you  
and your interests.  Do you just  enjoy the News-
letter, or are there other expectations you have 
for your TWW  membership?  I would be happy 
to  call anyone who expresses an interest in sharing 
this information with me.

Indulge your creativity often!     

 Ann   

Chris Laffer Will Teach Cartoon 
Class  At Mendocino

“Christine Laffer is teaching a class at the Men-
docino Art Center called “Cartoons for Tapesty.”  
This is happening March 22-24 at the Art Center in 
Mendocino.  Contact the Art Center at 1-800-653-
3328 or www.mendocinoartcenter.org for registra-
tion information.” Those weavers who took Chris’s 
class on  “Eccentric Wefts” were tremendously 
impressed with her many faceted approach to that 
subject. At that time many of the students asked if 
she wouldn’t do a class on cartooning and this is 
the response to that request. Please let all your tap-
estry weaver friends and students know about this 
special opportunity. And if housing is the only thing 
stopping anyone, have them contact Pacific Textile 
Arts through Jackie Wollenberg at 707/964-5279 
and we’ll see if we can’t find you a weaver’s home 
to stay in.

A Rather Short Newsletter!

Remember Victor’s words. What you send in is 
what we get for our newsletter. I am really happy to 
include anything you’d like. I am also quite willing to 
do a bit of editing for anyone shy about writing. Af-
ter that, Marcia is a terrific proof reader. So please 
send in your thoughts about your current work or 
someone else’s. We love those pictures too.

From: MaryanneMc Mahon  [mailto:maryan
nemcmahon@yahoo.com] via Marcia Ellis

Subject: 

Dr. Seuss Explains Computer 
Crashes 

If a packet hits a pocket  on a socket on a port, 
and the bus is interrupted at a very last resort,  
and the access of the memory makes your floppy 
disk abort,  then the  socket packet pocket has an 
error to report. 

If your cursor finds a menu  item followed by a 
dash, 
and the double-clicking icon puts Your window in  
the trash, 
and your data is corrupted cause the index doesn’t 
hash, 
then  your situation’s hopeless and your system’s 
gonna crash!! 

If the label  on the cable on the table at your house 
says the network is connected to the  button on 
your mouse, 
but your packets want to tunnel to another proto-
col,  
that’s repeatedly rejected by the printer down the 
hall, 
and your screen  is all distorted by the side effects 
of gauss, 
so your icons in the window  are as wavy as a 
souse; 
then you may as well reboot and go out with a 
bang,  
‘cuz sure as I’m a poet, the sucker’s gonna hang! 

When the copy of  your floppy’s getting sloppy in 
the disk, 
and the macro code instructions  cause unneces-
sary risk, 
then you’ll have to flash the memory and you’ll 
want  to RAM your ROM. 
Quickly turn off the computer and be sure to tell 
your Mom!  
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NANCY JACKSON RETROSPECTIVE
VESTERHEIM 
NORWEGIAN-AMERICAN MUSEUM

August 9,  2003 through January 4,  2004
Notations by Nancy Jackson
In the last newsletter, it was announced that I have 
been requested to have a retrospective of my work. 

 and woven, not necessarily related to each other 
in concept. I am considering more deeply the ideas 
I explored in  Trev s Blues  and  City/Country 
II.   Then I am hoping to start on a new idea as well. 
Two of these works will be woven by past students 
who have shown their commitment to tapestry 
by the dedication to their own development, both 
technically and philosophically. It is a tremendous 

opportunity for them. Their skills will be 
tested to the maximum level while work-
ing with one of my complex cartoons and 
I expect they will gain tremendous con-
fidence in their abilities by their commit-
ment to such a project. They will receive 
full recognition for their work.
 I will weave one of the tapestries also, 
and have invited some of my developing 
students to participate in an apprentice-
ship-like setting on this piece. The names 
of the participants in this project will be 
announced as the tapestries get underway. 

Otherwise, I continue to teach regularly 
and have seen much good skill develop-
ing that will bring new tapestry into the 
world. I am always glad to see that. 

Trev’s Blues by 
Nancy Jackson

         City-Country II  
       By Nancy Jackson  

This show will 
cover work from 
the early 1980’s 
through current 
work and will focus 
primarily on tapes-
try, but is likely to 
include some draw-
ings and religious 
icons (egg tempera 
on wood). Upon 
hearing this good 
news, I have decid-
ed to plan a major 
project in conjunc-
tion with the show:
Three tapestries 
will be designed 

  4    



Update on The Vancouver Show:

The TWW show in Vancouver is scheduled for Au-
gust 1 through 10, so it will coincide with Conver-
gence.  Many thanks to Barbara Heller for following 
up with the gallery and securing these dates.  The 
show will be at the Simon Patrich Gallery.

Care Standley had to send a new package of slides 
to the gallery because her first package got re-
turned.  The second package was sent on January 
28 and it contained slides from Tricia Goldberg, 
Sue Hennegar, Constance Hunt, Nancy Jackson, 
Care Standley, Bobbi Chamberlain, Sonja Miremont, 
Marielle Snyder, and Joan McColgan.  At the end of 
February, Care sent another package with slides she 
received from Joyce Hulbert, Constance Hunt, and 
DeAnne Rubin.  Barbara Heller submitted her slides 
directly to the gallery.

Care also sent a letter to the gallery owner asking 
him to finalize his selection of pieces.  We real-
ize that members need to know so they can plan 
accordingly.  Care will follow up with the gallery in 
early March and notify each artist regarding selec-
tions as soon as she has the information.

We are in the process of finalizing a title for the 
show.  Once that is settled, we will begin work on 
publicity.  We hope to get on the gallery tour for 
Convergence, along with a mention of our show on 
the HGA website.  If any members have access to 
other appropriate publicity channels, please let us 
know.

The next challenge will be to find a way to trans-
port the pieces across the US/Canadian border.  
We will begin exploring methods for doing this 
in the near future.  We would appreciate help 
from any member who may be knowledgeable in 
this area.  Please contact Marcia Ellis on email at 
mellis@napanet.net if you can help.  We will inform 
participating artists about the transportation meth-
od as soon as we understand it.

The show is shaping up nicely.  We hope that it gets 
a lot of viewers, including many of you.

Marcia       

Things You Might Send In

Interacting with TWW is a lovely thing.  It is a way 
to make new friends in our chosen field and to 
keep old friendships alive. Sharing information with 
each other through the newsletter is such an easy 
and productive way of keeping up those contacts.
You can send me items for the newsletter any time 
during the quarter, up through the 28th of the 
month and week before the new issue. Our news-
letters will appear close to the first week of Janu-
ary, March, May and September and November. This 
makes the newsletter deadlines as follows:
December 28, February 28, April 28,  August 
28 and October 28. If you can give prior notice 
of your intention to submit material, it would be 
greatly appreciated. But if something comes along 
right at the end, Send It In!

As of the next newsletter, I will be including 
a small membership form because I have had 
several requests for information. I have been 
printing out a sample newsletter in response, 
but I think we might have a greater return 
if we also include a small sign-up form. Until 
then, just print out a sample nl (the beauty of 
the PDF) and tell people they can send them 
in with a check to Joan McColgan.

With all the recent discussion of shows and 
the “To Be Or Not To Be” of the portfolio, I 
am moved to urge everyone to contribute 
regularly to the TWW slide registry. They 
may be sent to Care Standley.

Colophon: As some of you might have guessed, I am 
still playing around with newsletter format, styles and 
optimizing for file size. The body font this time is Gill 
Sans and the heading font is Adobe Garamond. I had 
renewed problems converting my Quark Express version 
of this newsletter into a PDF, (hence the current delay), 
so I mustered my courage and switched the layout over 
to Adobe InDesign. When I finally did that, it was a piece 
of cake!

Cheers to you all, 
 Jackie
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