
TWW September Meeting

September 17, 2005

Coffee etc. 10:30, meeting at 11:00.

 Bring a potluck dish to share.

We will have show and tell from all members 
who are able to be with us.You may also bring 
any yarns or related materials you would like 
to barter, share or sell among the membership. 
Jean Pierre and Yael will talk to us a little 
about their workshops in El Tuito and the arts 
and crafts cooperative gallery they have helped 
to bring into existence in the center of El 
Tuito....... and anything else they would like to 
share with us.

You KNOW the food will be good! Nobody does 
it better than weavers.
PLEASE TRY TO JOIN US TO HELP KICK 
OFF THE NEW SEASON AND CATCH UP 
ON ALL OUR WONDROUS ACTIVITIES!!!  
— JW

DIRECTIONS:

From either the north or south on I-80 or I580, 

exit University Ave. toward Berkeley. Turn 

right onto Grant Street (University Cafe on the 

corner). Go 2 blocks on Grant; the studios on 

the right side, halfway down the third block. Go 

to the studio in back via the driveway, 

through a wrought-iron gate on the left side of 

the house. 

ADDRESS — 2216 GRANT STREET, 
BERKELEY. (510) 548-5744

From Jan Moore

 TWW has achieved some wonderful things this 
year, from our excellent show at Nexus Gallery, 
to the symposium in celebration of our twenty 
years that was attended by people from 
Denmark, Paris, Illinois, New Mexico, Oregon, 
Arizona, New England, Missouri, and 
California.  It was a good opportunity to visit 
with long time members and we also gained 
some new members who are very interested in 
tapestry as a medium, and in our group in 
particular.  I would like to welcome Bonnie 
Silverman, Charissa Bremer-Davis, Antoinette 
Dumper, Richard Kilday, and Linda Sanchez to 
our organization. Through the efforts of our 
exhibition chair, Care Standley, we have been 
successful in having our work seen by Suzanne 
Baizerman of the Oakland Museum, and 
gained experience in presenting our 
symposium.
       My hope for TWW is that this year's efforts 
will be built upon by the next group of officers 
and board members.   Please be thinking of the 
work you would like to do for TWW in the next 
two years, and also thinking of individuals that 
you feel would be especially energetic and 
enthusiastic in building upon the efforts we 
have made this year.  I could envision a show of 
tapestry at the new Museum of Craft and Folk 
Art, and we could enlist the services of an 
experienced curator to propose and organize 
such a show with the funds that we have 
generated.  Maybe there are those who would 
like to see more workshops and forums to 
create a sense of vitality in the Bay Area with 
regards to tapestry. Please continue to reach 
out  and be resourceful on behalf of TWW.  
These are the kinds of activities that encourage 
collectors to learn more about tapestry, and 
aquire it for their homes.  It encourages 
museum professionals to view and appreciate 
the beautiful work that we do.
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       In the meantime, be thankful for our dry 
homes and workspaces, and the time and space 
to create lovely work.   It is also important to 
reach out to those in less fortunate 
circumstances, and contribute to the relief 
efforts of our "American Tsunami" in the 
South. The Craft Emergency Relief Fund is 
receiving donations to help craftspeople in the 
South whose lives and businesses were 
disrupted, and possible extinguished by the 
recent disasters.  Some of us know someone or 
have ourselves received the benefit of this fund. 
It is a good time to consider a donation to 
CERF.
        I hope to see you all at the upcoming 
meeting in September.  

Best wishes, Jan Moore , President TWW, 
2005 

May 21, 2005 TWW Minutes
Submitted by Sonja Miremont

May 21, 2005 TWW Minutes
Submitted by Sonja Miremont

Members present:
Care Standley           Jackie Wollenberg
Jan Moore                  Aiko Kobayashi-Gray
Deborah Corsini       Bobbi Chamberlain
Tricia Goldberg        Sonja Miremont
Marianne Haller       

Jon Pierre Larochette has been researching 
information to write about his brother's 
experience in designing and weaving a large 
tapestry commission for Argentina and talked 
to us about this project. His brother was Jack 
Larochette.  Jack was very precise in 
everything he did and was interested in 
numbers.  He never did any weaving but was a 
good organizer.

Jack worked for several years to get this 
tapestry approved by the government, and the 
government changed during that time.  Finally 
approval was granted, with the stipulation that 
the weaving had to be done by government 
employees.   Four government bricklayers were 
chosen to weave this tapestry and had to learn 
how to weave in order to work on this project. 

The tapestry is 100' tall X 2630' wide and is 
considered the largest tapestry in the 
Americas.  The materials used were Merino 
wool and goat hair for the weft and cotton for 
the warp. 14 colors were used.  The designer 
was Argentinean and named Butler.

This tapestry project took place in Buenos 
Aires.  Since this tapestry was so large, a 
special loom, 8 X 12 meters, had to be designed 
and built for this project.  It was an Aubusson 
type of loom, low warp and weighed 24,000 
pounds. It had 5000 warp threads.  It took 6 
months just to warp the loom. The weaving was 
done from 1962-1972.

These "weavers" (the government brick layers) 
learned to weave on a separate loom.  The 
cartoon, the design, for the tapestry was cut 
into strips for each weaver.  Each "weaver" had 
a 10' wide section to weave and stayed with it 
during the years it took to complete this 
tapestry.

This tapestry was completed by a group of 
people and woven "from the heart."

After a delicious potluck lunch, we had a board 
meeting to discuss all the details for TWW's 
Nexus events. 
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From Jaquetta Nisbet

Classes up and coming: 

Navajo Rug Weaving
Nov. 14-18, [5 days] 2005

Andean Warp Patterned Weaves
Nov. 12-13 and Nov.19-20, 2005
 
Place: my studio near Pt. Arena, on the 
Mendocino coast of California.
Cost:  
$250 for the Navajo class
$100 for a 2 day Andean weekend 
  or $200 for both weekends.
 
Both sessions give a thorough grounding in 
these elegant and ingenious Native American 
weaving techniques. You make your own looms 
from plans sent to you upon registration.  For 
further information please contact:

Jacquetta Nisbet
P.O. Box 608
Pt. Arena, CA 95468

From  Marielle Snyder

In the latest  Shuttle , Spindle and Dyepot 
magazine, my piece Critical Mass is being used 
to advertise the up coming show at the Ohio 
Museum of Craft,  Perchance to Dream.  ( In 
the current events section).   Once on the 
museum website you can see the piece again.  
Nice to see a tapestry represent a mixed media 
show.
  

From Deborah Corsini

San Jose Museum of Quilts and Textiles
520 South First Street

San Jose, CA 95113

SAN JOSE MUSEUM OF QUILTS & 
TEXTILES OPENS INAUGURAL
EXHIBITION IN NEW FACILITY
Grand Opening Celebration September 17, 
2005
SAN JOSE, CALIF., August 18, 2005 - The San 
Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles will open the 
doors of its new facility at 520 South First 
Street with the inaugural exhibition, 
Traditions in Transition: Three Views of the 
Permanent Collection, drawn entirely from the 
Museum's significant holdings. The exhibition 
will give visitors a taste of the great diversity 
in textile traditions found around the world by 
featuring a wide variety of textile forms, many 
of which are recent acquisitions.
Divided into three parts to take advantage of 
the Museum's three new galleries, each 
component of Traditions in Transition: Three 
Views of the Permanent Collection will 
showcase a separate and distinctive aspect of 
the Museum's collections. Part one will look to 
the past with a sampling of 19th and early 
20th century quilts and woven coverlets. Part 
two will celebrate the abundant artistic output 
of the international community, including a 
selection of textiles and garments from the 
Porcella Collection, with pieces from the Middle 
and Far East, various Asian and 
Mediterranean cultures, Samoa, Mexico, and 
South America. Part three will speak to the 
Museum's vision for the future by turning the 
spotlight on a growing collection of 
contemporary works from such artists as 
Jeanne Gray, Carolyn Lee Vehslage and 
Priscilla Sage.
 "Traditions in Transition: Three Views of the 
Permanent Collection tells the compelling story 
of textiles, a medium that comfortably inhabits 
the sometimes tense but very porous boundary 
between art and craft, one that honors the unity 
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of form and function, and embodies the 
collective vision and wisdom born of centuries 
of cultural expression," said Curator Robin 
Treen.
Traditions in Transition: Three Views of the 
Permanent Collection will be on view at the 
San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles 
September 17, 2005, through January 8, 2006. 
Grand Opening festivities will be held at the 
new museum on Saturday, September 17, 
2005, from 11:00am to 5:00pm and include a 
dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony with 
San Jose Mayor Ron Gonzales. The Grand 
Opening celebration is open to the public and 
admission is free.

Traditions in Transition
In 1977, the first museum in the United States 
to focus exclusively on quilts and textiles as an 
art form opened in the greater San Jose area. 
With a broad mandate and a mission to 
promote the art, craft and history of quilts and 
other textile art, the San Jose Museum of 
Quilts & Textiles provides a serious venue for 
all artists working with textiles as both an 
interpretive and an expressive medium, filling 
a void left by larger institutions with a 
narrower view of what defines artistic 
expression. During the 1970s, the women's 
movement and the feminist art movement 
came to full flower, urging people to reexamine 
the roles and contributions of women in society. 
A new breed of artists, often formally educated, 
began choosing fiber as a fine art medium, 
challenging assumptions about both the intent 
and the content of textile art forms.
 Traditions in Transition: Three Views of the 
Permanent Collection celebrates the museum's 
roots, its traditions and its founders, a 
forward-thinking group of women who saw the 
need to form a museum to institutionalize the 
art of textiles. Textile production is present in 
some form in every culture. Thought to have 

begun in the Middle or Far East, the idea of 
quilting - sewing several layers of various 
materials together for warmth, protection or 
aesthetic considerations - dates back to 
antiquity. Textiles in every form play an 
enormous part in people's practical and 
creative lives. Looking toward the future the 
museum continues to embrace its mandate to 
consider textiles from all time periods and 
places around the world. 

The San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles is 
the oldest museum of its kind in the United 
States and in 2005 became one of the top 10 
attractions in San Jose. Museum and Museum 
Store hours are: 10:00am-5:00pm Tuesday 
through Sunday; open until 8:00pm Thursdays. 
Admission is $5 general; $4 students and 
seniors; and free to museum members and 
children under 13. Admission is free on the first 
Thursday of each month. For more information, 
call 408-971-0323 or visit 
www.sjquiltmuseum.org.
Traditions in Transition: Three Views of the 
Permanent Collection has been supported, in 
part, by "Advancing the Arts Initiative," an 
initiative of Community Foundation Silicon 
Valley, funded by the James Irvine Foundation 
and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation; 
by a grant from Arts Council Silicon Valley, in 
partnership with the County of Santa Clara 
and the California Arts Council; the city of San 
Jose; the David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation; and the Santa Clara Valley Quilt 
Association.
    
CALENDAR LISTING: MUSEUM

    EXHIBIT:       Traditions in Transition: 
Three Views of the Permanent Collection

WHEN:  September 17, 2005 - January 8, 2006
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WHERE:
         San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles
                           520 South First Street
                           San Jose, CA 95113

TICKETS:       $5 General Admission; $4 
Seniors and Students with ID; free to children 
under 13; and free admission the first 
Thursday of the month.

INFO:          408-971-0323; 
www.sjquiltmuseum.org

From Nanacy Jackson

NANCY JACKSON’S INCARNATION 
TRIPTYCH AT BELLEVUE ARTS MUSEUM

OCTOBER 13, 2005 TO JANUARY 22, 2006

WHEN:
October 13, 2005 to January 22, 2006 (dates 
subject to slight change)

WHERE:
Bellevue Arts Museum (BAM) 
www.bellevuearts.org
510 Bellevue Way NE, 
Bellevue, WA 98004 USA

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 1705 Bellevue,
WA 98009-1705 USA
Phone: 425.519.0770

Museum Hours: Tu, W, Th, Sat 10a-5:30p, Fri 
10:00 am – 9:00 pm, Sun 11a-5:30p, Mon 
Closed

Admission: $7 Adult, $5 Seniors/Students, 
Children under 6 free

SHOW TITLE:
Fiberart International 2004

JURORS FOR THE EXHIBIT:
David Revere McFadden, Chief Curator & VP 
for Programs & Collection at the Museum of 
Arts and Design, New York City

Sarah Quinton, Contemporary Curator at the 
Textile Museum of Canada, Toronto

Barbara Lee Smith, was Visiting Professor at 
Joshibi College of Art & Design, Tokyo, Japan, 
when serving as a juror.

PARTICIPATING WEAVERS FOR THE 
INCARNATION TRIPTYCH

"Annunciation (The Ark)," 8' x 4' - center panel - 
Nancy Jackson with assistance from 
Apprentice Christina Rasmussen of Gurnee, IL.

"Incarnation," 5' x 4' - right panel - Joan 
McColgan, Napa, CA.

"Consanguine," 5' x 4' - left panel - Marielle 
Snyder & Nancy Jackson. Marielle is from 
Bainbridge Is, WA and Nancy Jackson is from 
Vallejo, CA.

From Linda Wallace

The ATA on-line exhibition, 
FindingHome@tapestry.au/ca.  

There are three TWW members involved in this 
project:
    Barbara Heller, one of the 13 Canadian 
participants
    Linda Wallace, the Canadian curator (and 
participant)
    Christine Laffer,  the curator of the on-line 
exhibition
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This project grew from on-line discussion 
between Dorothy Clews, in Australia and 
Linda Wallace, in Canada.  Thirteen tapestry 
artists in one country were randomly partnered 
with 13 in the other country and over the next 
few months the partners exchanged emails, 
snail-mails, sketches, photos, etc on the 
concept of "home" and "finding home".  They 
also wove two postcards each and sent them to 
their partners, unprotected, via the postal 
service. 
 
It was an amazing project.  "Home", and 
finding it, was more difficult concept to 
encapsulate in a 4" x 6" tapestry than most of 
us had thought it would be.  And those of us 
who are not used to working small scale, 
discovered a whole new world of technical 
challenges.   Friendships grew as we learned 
about each other's work and lives.
 
The "real" exhibition is currently travelling to 
eight galleries in Australia and will come to 
Canada in the spring of 2006 to begin it's 
Canadian tour.  The "virtual" exhibition can be 
seen on the website of the American Tapestry 
Alliance.

TWW Meetings for 2005

January 17, March 19, May 21, September 17 
and November 19

Newsletter deadlines are two weeks before the 
meeting; send material to Michael Rohde 
(RugWeaver@aol.com)
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